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College Commits to Service
In the special section of this issue, we celebrate faculty and stu-dents who are excelling in the classroom and simultaneously improving our world. As always, they investigate big ideas; they 
pursue difficult research questions; they read, write, and discuss 
complicated issues. More and more, they are also seeking meaning-
ful service opportunities. In the last two years, the College of Liber-
al Arts has led the way in creating such opportunities.
The Jumpstart Pre-K Tutoring program places well-trained 
college students into rural daycares, decreasing the student-to-
teacher ratio and improving the curriculum. The Horizons 
Summer Learning program (pictured above) brings public 
school students to campus for six weeks of learning, swimming, 
and art lessons. Students will return every summer for nine 
years, turning potential summer learning losses into lasting 
learning gains. 
College faculty created 16 new service-learning courses that 
allow UM students to combine traditional learning and service, 
each adding depth and context to the other. Political science 
students are sharing their research about public policy issues in 
meetings and newspapers. Art students are creating murals at 
low-income schools. Croft International Studies students are 
hosting international fairs for schoolchildren from the Delta. 
Created in 2011-12, the College Corps seeks to alleviate 
community poverty by placing student volunteers committed to 
long-term service with local nonprofit organizations and the 
Oxford School District. 
“These organizations are fighting poverty through educa-
tion, food programs, and transitional housing programs,” said 
Stephen Monroe, assistant dean of liberal arts. “Our dedicated 
students commit to supporting their work through sustained 
and purposeful service.” 
At the end of the school year and upon completion of 300 
hours of service, College Corps students receive a Segal Ameri-
Corps Education Award of approximately $1,200 to pay college 
costs or to repay student loans. In 2011-12, 40 student volun-
teers worked 5,507 hours. Last year 60 students served over 
11,000 hours. There are 74 students signed up to serve during 
the 2013-14 academic year.  
UM also hosts the largest AmeriCorps VISTA program in 
the state. VISTA members serve in schools, community colleg-
es, and nonprofit organizations. Through building and 
strengthening education programs, they bring new opportuni-
ties to north Mississippi’s most impoverished areas. The partner 
groups include the Luckyday Academic Success program at 
UM, United Way of Oxford-Lafayette County, Crenshaw Ele-
mentary School, DeSoto County Youth Court, Rust College 
Community Development Corporation, and Excel Commons 
Family Community Center in Okolona.
Much of this work is coordinated by the McLean Insti-
tute for Public Service and Community Engagement. It sup-
ports and rewards faculty and students who think carefully 
and act purposefully to make Mississippi a better place. 
These new initiatives—and the McLean Institute itself—
would not be possible without your generous support. We 
thank you, and we hope you enjoy reading about our recent 
results in this newsletter. V
Students in the inaugural Horizons program learn campus history, including integration by James Meredith in 1962—represented here by a bronze statue sculpted 
by alumnus Rod Moorhead.
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Alumna Recognized for HIV Cure
T IME named HIV specialist Dr. Hannah Gay, associate professor of pediatrics at the University of Mississippi Medical Center, to the 2013 TIME 100, the magazine’s annual list of the 100 most influential people in the world.
In caring for a newborn infected with HIV in 2010, Gay (B.A. biology and chemistry, ’76) followed an 
atypical treatment regimen and functionally cured the baby. She and two colleagues presented the child’s case 
report in March at a scientific meeting in Atlanta. The report is the world’s first to describe an HIV func-
tional cure in an infant.
Gay said she is honored and wants the recognition to highlight the efforts of physicians and scientists 
worldwide working in HIV prevention, care, and research. “This case represents decades of work by thou-
sands of researchers and health-care providers to bring the HIV epidemic under control,” Gay said.
As TIME Managing Editor Richard Stengel has said of the TIME 100, “it’s a list of the most influential 
people in the world. They’re scientists, they’re thinkers, they’re philosophers, they’re leaders, they’re icons, 
they’re artists, they’re visionaries. People who are using their ideas, their visions, their actions to transform the 
world and have an effect on a multitude of people.” V
F R O M  T H E  D E A N
Glenn Hopkins
The College of Liberal Arts, along with the entire Univer-sity of Mississippi, is growing and changing. Growth and change, if managed thoughtfully, are good things.
Growth means that we are offering more opportunities 
to more students, that we are helping more people prepare 
for productive and fulfilling lives. In fact, we have seen 
enrollment grow by more than 20% in the last five years. 
We now have more than 6,000 students pursuing degrees 
from the College of Liberal Arts. 
Of course, the College teaches core courses to 
all students in the University, not just to those 
majoring in our subjects. We taught, for exam-
ple, 58% of all student credit hours and 63% 
of all undergraduate student credit hours in 
the University in 2011–12, the last year for 
which we have complete data. The next 
highest percentage of credit hours taught by 
a school or college in the University was 
9%. The College continues to be the center 
of the University of Mississippi, and we con-
tinue to provide the foundation necessary for 
the university’s overall growth and success. 
I am pleased to report that the recent 
increase in enrollment has translated into an 
increase in the number of undergraduate degrees 
awarded by the College—from 791 in 2008 to 
976 in 2013, an increase of 23.45%. We are teach-
ing more students, and more of those students are 
earning their degrees. 
This kind of growth brings significant challenges, 
including the need to hire new faculty and the need 
for additional space, especially laboratory space for the 
sciences. This year, we hired 24 new tenure-track facul-
ty, all with very strong credentials. These scholars bring 
new perspectives to our curricula and new energy to our 
research initiatives. (For the list of new faculty with their cre-
dentials, see libarts.olemiss.edu/faculty/new-faculty). To help 
accommodate our need for space, we will begin construction 
this summer of a 30,000 square foot addition to Coulter Hall 
to make more room for our chemistry classes. 
As we grow, we are also expanding our academic offer-
ings to meet the interests of our students. We have now, for 
example, more Chinese majors than Spanish majors, and the 
number of majors in Public Policy Leadership has gone from 
0 in 2007 to 174 this year. We have begun to explore online 
courses and hybrid courses where appropriate and supported 
by the faculty. 
We are also growing outward, expanding our role in ser-
vice to the state of Mississippi. Our special section in this 
issue highlights some of these service projects, and you can 
see a more complete list at libarts.olemiss.edu/service. Facul-
ty and students in the College are involved in innovative ser-
vice activities that are making a difference in our state. The 
College will continue to support UM’s commitment to 
improving conditions in Mississippi. We are pleased to be 
leading and contributing in this area. 
The College will continue to grow and change. New 
paths will be proposed and there will be healthy, vigorous 
debate as we make choices. I look forward to it, and I look 
forward to hearing from you about your ideas for the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts. My sincere and deep thanks to all of 
you who have provided support for the College during this 
last year. Our growth and success would not be possible 
without your continuing help. 
Finally, I am pleased to tell you that we are back in Ven-
tress Hall after having been in exile for a year and a half 
because of water damage. If you are on campus, do come by 
to see the changes in Ventress Hall and to say “hello.” V
To contact the College, email libarts@olemiss.edu or telephone 662.915.7178. Join the conversation: Like us on Facebook  
facebook.com/umlibarts. Follow us on Twitter twitter@umlibarts and Pinterest pinterest.com/umliberalarts.
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From Freshman  
English to a Pulitzer
Thomas K. McCraw Sr. (B.A.’62), a renowned and much-honored 
historian at Harvard Business School, died on Nov. 3. His most 
recent book, The Founders and Finance: How Hamilton, Galla-
tin, and Other Immigrants Forged a New Economy, was pub-
lished by Harvard University Press in October 2012. 
Filmmakers Honored
Jordan Berger and Houston Settle won the Spirit of the Hoka Award for Best Mississippi Narrative at the 10th Oxford Film Festival. The two theatre arts  
   majors with cinema minors are the youngest filmmak-
ers to receive the honor. Their film, Tube, about an 
elderly woman who lives surrounded by items she pur-
chased from the Home Shopping channel, explores 
themes of nature and the pitfalls of consumerism.
“Their work is really at the forefront of films being 
done in Mississippi,” said Alan Arrivée, director of cin-
ema and assistant professor of theatre arts.
The duo’s short film, Current, was an official selec-
tion at the Orlando Fringe Festival and received multi-
ple awards at the UM Cinema Competition. V
The Dallas  
Cowboy and the  
Art Professor
NFL offensive tackle Jermey Parnell played basketball for the Rebels and only suited up for football his 
senior year. The Dallas Cowboys Star Maga-
zine recently featured the art major from 
Gosnell, Arkansas, and his UM ceramics  
professor, Matt Long.
Read it online: 
bit.ly/15QuVkE.
“It all goes back to freshman English.” The marriage, the writing, and the book all began in that class when Thomas K. 
McCraw took a seat next to the woman who would 
one day become his wife.
Susan Morehead McCraw, wife of the late Pulitzer 
Prize winning historian, was a Jackson native pursuing 
majors in French and history when they met. Born in 
Corinth and graduating from high school in Florence, 
Ala., Tom had enrolled as a pre-med major at UM, on 
a Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps scholarship.
She gives that class credit for cultivating her hus-
band’s love of writing. “The English course required 
a lot of writing, mostly expository. Tom Truss was the 
instructor, and it was a terrific foundation for any 
kind of writing. When I look back on my prepara-
tion for Harvard Law School, I am always thankful 
for that class.” 
Such challenging professors encouraged Tom to 
seek higher education. “During his time at Ole Miss 
Tom read a lot of American history and became con-
vinced he wanted to teach at the college level,” she 
said. After four years service as an officer in the U.S. 
Navy, he pursued graduate studies in history at Uni-
versity of Wisconsin and established his teaching career 
as a professor of history at the University of Texas and 
Harvard Business School. 
The eminent author, who won a Pulitzer Prize in 
1985 for his book Prophets of Regulation: Charles Fran-
cis Adams, Louis D. Brandeis, James M. Landis, and 
Alfred E. Kahn, is credited with playing an important 
role in making business history more influential and 
understandable in the broader fields of history and 
management. “Mr. McCraw explains sophisticated 
economic theory in accessible terms,” said The New 
York Times Book Review about the Isidor Straus Profes-
sor of Business History at Harvard. The use of biogra-
phy—personal lives, motivations—to explore 
economic issues was key to his scholarship’s appeal 
beyond the academic world.
Reflecting on their time at UM, Susan laughed 
that her husband was “astounded at how everyone 
seemed to be acquainted or at least feel acquainted.” 
UM becomes a family, and as she said, “He turned out 
pretty well, even though he was from out of state.” V
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Teaching 
Success in 
Mississippi
Meet two alumni, Jonathan  
Cornell and Cortez Moss, who 
stayed in state to teach.
Mississippi Teacher Corps
Former linebacker Jonathan Cornell now tackles teaching Meridian High School students African American literature and public speaking for the 
Mississippi Teacher Corps, a two-year program offering 
noneducation graduates teacher training and job place-
ment in critical needs schools in Mississippi along with 
the opportunity to earn a master’s degree at the UM 
School of Education free of charge.
Cornell grew up in Azusa, California, and received 
a football scholarship to UM where he earned a B.A. 
in political science in 2011. “He’s extremely positive 
and wants to share his experiences,” said Aaron John-
son, acting Teacher Corps program manager. “He came 
from a challenging background, became a successful 
football player, and then a teacher in a critical needs 
school. He reaches out to students and teaches in an 
almost coaching fashion.”
Cornell uses techniques learned on the field and in 
the classroom. “I knew we were reaching him when he 
started drawing parallels between theories of interna-
tional conflict and football,” said Susan Allen, associate 
professor of political science. “I have no doubt that his 
students in Meridian are starting to make connections 
between the things they learn in Mr. Cornell’s class 
and their everyday lives.”
For one of Allen’s classes, Cornell remembers sub-
mitting drafts of a research paper while the professor 
repeatedly asked him to reevaluate his work with ques-
tions such as “Why do you think this?” and “Why do 
you propose that?” Today he brings the same challenge 
to his students. He also applies his football experience 
to his new career. “I remember Coach O used to 
always tell us ‘be a pro’,” he said. “I didn’t fully 
understand until I joined the Teacher Corps. As a 
teacher you have to be a pro every day with all that 
you do.”
Not unlike athletes, teachers review their perfor-
mance on video and address strengths and weaknesses 
as classroom leaders during the program’s rigorous 
summer training. “You’re thrown out there and you 
either sink or swim. The majority of us end up swim-
ming but a few end up sinking,” Cornell said. “That 
strengthens you.” The UM School of Education recog-
nized Cornell’s success with its student of the month 
award last February.
Teach for America
Cortez Moss completed his first year teaching English as Greenwood High School Teacher of the Year. 
The UM Hall of Fame student from Calhoun City 
(B.A. public policy leadership and English, ’12) became 
interested in the career when he spoke to the Mississippi 
House of Representatives’ education committee about 
charter schools. “After that, I understood the challenges 
the state faced providing all children with high-quality 
education, and I had to do something different and it 
wasn’t through policy,” Moss said. “I knew I had to be a 
classroom teacher to make a difference.”
Moss is a member of Teach for America, a 
national corps of leaders who commit to teach for 
two years in low-income communities to ensure that 
kids receive an excellent education. His first choice 
location was the Mississippi Delta and he plans to 
remain long after his commitment is up.
“I think my students understand the reason I am in 
the Delta, that I am a Mississippi boy and face challeng-
es like they do,” said Moss, who eventually wants to 
become a school administrator. “As an African American 
male, I can say that I’ve done this and it’s possible for 
you to do the same—but it takes hard work.
“Looking back on my college experiences, 
every Associated Student Body meeting and pub-
lic policy leadership class challenged me to think 
outside of the box to convince and educate; that 
is the art of teaching in the Mississippi Delta. I 
do that every day now. I am eternally grateful for 
those experiences.”  V
“As a teacher you have  
to be a pro every day  
with all that you do.”
 — J O N AT H A N  C O R N E L L
Jonathan Cornell  
“I knew I had to be  
a classroom teacher  
to make a difference.”
— C O R T E Z  M O S S
Cortez Moss
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Leadership Laboratory: From Pupil to Pulpit
Reverend C. Edward “C. J.” Rhodes’ years at UM shaped the leader he is today. The son of famed civil rights attorney Carroll Rhodes Sr., Reverend Rhodes (B.A. philosophy, ’04) is the youngest pastor of the oldest histori-
cally black congregation in Jackson, Mt. Helm Baptist Church. The author and 
radio show host also serves on the board of the Urban League of Greater Jackson, 
the Center for Ministry, the Mississippi Religious Leadership Conference, and is 
former president of the Farish Street/Main Street Project.
The Hazlehurst native took full advantage of his collegiate experience—work-
ing with the William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation, serving an 
appointment to the Chancellor’s Committee for Respect and Sensitivity, cofound-
ing two college ministries, and serving as associate minister to youth and young 
adults at two local Baptist churches. 
“I was surrounded by great professors and students who saw my potential and 
persuaded me to use my gifts to do good,” he said. Through the Winter Institute and 
the leadership of director Susan Glisson, Rhodes discovered “a safe space to think out 
loud about strategies and goals to help the University become greater through chal-
lenging the administration and student body to reimagine who we are.” 
The only black philosophy major at that time found support in the department. “I 
still laugh at Dr. Bill Lawhead, who inquired how a Baptist-Pentecostal preacher found 
his way into philosophy, given how mistrusting many evangelicals are of the area of 
study,” Rhodes said. “I am a better leader because folks like him inspired me to be.” 
Dr. Ethel Young-Minor, senior fellow at the Lucky Day Residential College and 
associate professor of English, first saw him sitting on the floor in the Union book-
store reading books about religion from the shelf as if in a library. “I was so 
intrigued by this voracious reader that I had to ask his name and by the end of the 
conversation I was taking him home to meet my husband, who took him in as our son in ministry,” she said.
UM prepared Rhodes for Duke Divinity School, where he earned a master’s. “There were a few moments at 
Duke where my ability to mediate tense conversations around race and gender, cultivated during UM days, were 
essential in moving seminarians and administration through difficult yet critical decisions,” he said. 
Rhodes appreciates his time in college and advises students, “You have at least four years to get a quality, 
world-class education. Get it! Let nothing or no one get in the way of becoming intellectually and culturally well 
rounded and deep. Get as much book knowledge as possible, attend every major lecture or event. Ask the right 
questions. Be in the room when decisions are being made. When you leave, know that you’ve amassed excellent 
skills to be competitive in the market but more importantly to be a global citizen able to do the most good in your 
chosen field of influence.” V
Rhodes delivered the keynote address 
at UM’s Black History Month 
opening event. “This is the 50th 
year of the university’s integration… . 
As we look back on the achieve-
ments and sacrifices of those from 
the past, this generation is chal-
lenged to do great things not just for 
themselves, but for others and the 
world as well. If my address inspires 
those who hear me to seek to change 
the world for the better, then I will 
have done my duty.”
King Kobraz  
Feed Moncrief
Are you one of the 117,355 YouTube viewers of King Kobraz’s Rebelz (Feed Moncrief ) music video? 
The musical duo became a phenomenon dur-
ing the 2012 football season with their song featur-
ing the talented wide receiver Donte Moncrief. 
Friends since high school in Tupelo, Blake Pruett, a 
senior studying international studies and Spanish, 
and Patrick Haadsma, a junior studying English 
and political science, have been writing songs and 
making videos for years. 
Inspired by the Feed Moncrief slogan T-shirts 
circulating after the Texas game, they created the 
music video highlighting a number of UM football 
players and posted it on November 20. Moncrief ’s 
three touchdowns and seven catches for 173 yards 
at the Egg Bowl four days later spurred multiple 
screenings of the video on the stadium jumbotron 
as the jubilant athlete pantomimed eating while his 
teammates celebrated. 
“People were going crazy,” Haadsma said. “We 
made the song; Donte made it cool.” V
Choir Invited to the White House 
The 44th President surprised the UM choral ensemble performing for a White House reception December 12. “President Obama entered the room and in a joyful tone exclaimed ‘Hello, University of Mississippi,’” 
said Donald Trott, professor of music and director of choral activities, who worked 
with U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker to secure the invitation. “It was an honor to represent 
UM in the White House in front of the President of the United States.”
Choir members included Chris Brown and Janna Montgomery of Oxford, 
Thomas Ardrey of Florence, Ala., Frederick Allen and Betsy Bruening of Madi-
son, Kathleen Brown of Cleveland, Tenn., Mark Camire of Batesville, Kimberly 
Coleman of Memphis, Tenn., Kyle Davis of Spring Hill, Tenn., Katie Edenfield 
of Houston, Texas, Katherine Freeman of Hernando, Hannah Gadd of Nettle-
ton, Kevin Gwinn and Samantha Rodgers of Olive Branch, Terrell Hall of Saltil-
lo, Kevin Herrera of Water Valley, Frazier Jenkins of Pearl, Eric Johnson of Iuka, 
John McMeen of Nashville, Tenn., Charles Moore of Jamaica, Briana Raif of 
Pontotoc, Jeremy Scarbrough of Decatur, Ga., Tara Tanner of Southaven, Jordan 
Tippitt of Hernando, and Meredith Wilson of Meridian. V
Visit libarts.olemiss.edu/white-house for an essay written  
by Katie Edenfield about her experience at the White House.
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Donald and Iles  
Inducted in Alumni  
Hall of Fame
The UM Alumni Association Hall of Fame, the high-est annual honor for alumni who have made an out-standing contribution through good deeds, services, 
or contributions, admitted two from the College of Liberal 
Arts in 2012: retired Maj. Gen. James E. Donald of Atlanta and Greg Iles of Natchez. 
Donald, former chairman of the Georgia Board of Pardons and Paroles, earned the Bronze Star for his bold 
leadership as a task force commander with the 101st Airborne Screaming Eagles during Gulf War I. He achieved 
strategic successes as deputy commanding general for the U.S. Army Pacific and two tours of duty at the Pentagon. 
He was appointed commissioner of corrections in December 2003.
In 2009 Donald was sworn in by Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue to a seven-year term on the State Board of Par-
dons and Paroles and was subsequently elected by his colleagues to serve two consecutive terms as chairman.
A Jackson native and a 1970 graduate of UM with a B.A. in political science and history, Donald earned a 
master’s degree in public administration from the University of Missouri.
Greg Iles, a writer and musician from Natchez, was born in 1960 in Germany, where his father ran the U.S. 
Embassy Medical Clinic during the Cold War. Iles spent his youth in Natchez and graduated in 1983 from UM 
with a B.A. in English.
After years playing in a band, he wrote his first novel in 1993. A thriller about Nazi war criminal Rudolf Hess, 
Spandau Phoenix became the first of Iles’ 13 New York Times best sellers. His latest novel, The Devil’s Punchbowl, 
was number one. His books have been made into films (Trapped starring Charlize Theron, Kevin Bacon, and 
Courtney Love), translated into 20 languages, and published in 35 countries. 
Iles is a member of the legendary lit-rock group The Rock Bottom Remainders with authors Dave Barry, Rid-
ley Pearson, Stephen King, Scott Turow, Amy Tan, Mitch Albom, Roy Blount Jr., Matt Groening, Kathi Kamen 
Goldmark, James McBride, and Roger McGuinn, cofounder of the Byrds. V
Religion Major 
Named National 
Portz Scholar
A UM graduate (B.A. religious studies, ’12) has gained national recognition as a creative writer. Andrew Paul of 
Clinton was one of three national Portz 
Scholars, named by the National Collegiate 
Honors Coun-
cil in 2012.
Paul composed 
his winning 
work entitled 
The River 
Thief: A Collec-
tion of Short 
Fiction for his 
thesis in the 
Sally McDon-
nell Barksdale 
Honors 
College. 
 “Andy 
uses fiction to explore the boundaries of the 
human heart. It is not an easy journey, but 
he makes it rich and worth the risks,” said 
Douglass Sullivan-González, associate profes-
sor of history and dean of the Honors 
College.
Paul’s skills as a creative writer were 
honed under the tutelage of two award-
winning writers and faculty members—
Jack Pendarvis, writer in residence, and 
Tom Franklin, associate professor of fic-
tion writing.
 “I’m particularly interested in what it 
means to be a modern Jew in the South,” 
Paul said. “I tried my best to merge the 
Southern writing that I love—Lewis Nordan, 
Barry Hannah, Tom Franklin, and others—
with Eastern European Jewish archetypes and 
folktales. A lot of Southern Jewish culture 
I’ve seen appears to boil down to Judaism 
meets fried chicken. I want to show that 
there is a lot more to it than that—that there 
are a lot of complex nuances and issues relat-
ed to the culture.”
This is the university’s second consecu-
tive year to have a Portz Scholar and fourth 
since 2002. Other UM Portz Scholars are 
Ryan Parsons (B.A. international studies and 
Chinese, ’11) of Hattiesburg, Heather Carril-
lo (B.A. classics and art history, ’06) of Little 
Rock, Ark., and Amanda Guth (B.A. psy-
chology and biology, ’02) of Tremont. V
Nick at Nite Stars Strode
Alumna Haley Strode grew up in Owensboro, Kentucky,  with her heart set on a career in theatre. The shift from a small farm town to the arts culture of Oxford was 
a big change, but from the day Strode stepped on campus she actively pur-
sued acting. The theatre arts major attributes faculty support as a big part of 
her success. “My professors—Joe Turner Cantú, Jim Shollenberger, Brian 
Evans, and Jennifer Mizenko collectively—gave the foundation I need-
ed to not only survive but actively compete in this industry.”
Special praise is reserved for Cantú, her mentor and head of the 
B.F.A. acting studio. “What he taught me in those four years was invalu-
able and, consequently, life changing,” she said.
Only five years after graduating and moving to Los Angeles, she 
stars in Nick at Nite’s comedy sitcom Wendell and Vinnie. Strode quick-
ly found the role entirely suited for her. “I went from auditions 
every day and working a guest spot on a show here and there to 
working Monday through Friday doing what I’ve dreamt of my 
whole life,” she said. “It is surreal.” Her early West Coast jobs 
included commercials, independent films, a Disney Channel 
pilot, and television appearances on Comedy Central and series 
such as CSI: NY. 
Strode reminisces about college, “I loved everything about my 
time at Ole Miss. It’s where I grew up, made my life friends, learned a 
great deal about my passion for acting, and laughed ’til I cried almost 
every day. I wouldn’t trade one second I had in Oxford for anything.” V
Greg Iles Maj. Gen. James E. Donald 
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Ties with Korea Strengthen
After completing an associate’s degree at Copiah-Lincoln Community Col-lege, Jean Steinwinder, a Wesson native, learned about something special at UM. “Ole Miss offered a linguistics degree and Korean classes, and I was 
determined to go,” she said.
On her first trip outside the South, Steinwinder headed to South Korea for six 
months before her May graduation from UM. To help defray expenses in Korea, 
she secured a Gilman Scholarship and a Freeman-ASIA Award. She enrolled in 
Korea University’s Summer Intensive Korean Program and spent her fall semester 
as an exchange student at the university.
“I’ve had a great interest in Korean culture and language for years and wanted 
to study there before graduating,” she said. “I plan to teach English in South 
Korea, so this was the perfect opportunity to see the country while taking classes 
for my major.” 
Steinwinder took full advantage of the Department of Modern Languages 
offerings. “During the first semester of Korean classes, our teacher arranged many 
social events like Korean Fun Time and Korean Language Table, where we mingled 
with Korean students and I made a lot of friends,” she said.
“The department is committed to developing very high language proficiencies 
in its students,” said Donald Dyer, professor and department chair. “Jean is 
emblematic of that success.” V
Students Win International Debate
In their first venture on an international stage and competing against 109 other institutions, two members of the UM forensics team won top honors at the fourth annual China Open at Xi’an International Studies University. China’s pre-
mier International Debate Education Association competition encourages thriving 
debate communities and interaction among debaters. 
Taking first place were Isaac Lichlyter, a 2013 graduate and Croft International 
Studies scholar from Pelham, Ala., and Austin “Woody” Wood, a senior political sci-
ence major from Dallas, Tex. David Miller, a sophomore political science major from 
Clinton, also represented UM at the contest. The topics for two of the elimination 
round debates concerned China’s presence in space and the need for international 
communities to focus on domestic rather than foreign policy. 
“All competitors in the final round were extremely polished, so I felt very hon-
ored to be chosen,” Lichlyter said. “Even more so because the panel included both 
Chinese and American judges, which meant our rhetoric had to be based in a multi-
cultural understanding of the arguments.”
His teammate was equally enthusiastic about the victory. “It was unbelievable,” 
Wood said. “With each round we advanced, my heart beat a little faster until finally 
we were on the stage in front of hundreds of people from around the globe. That was 
an eye-opening experience I will cherish forever.”
UM Forensics began competing this year in British Parliamentary Worlds Style 
debates, an internationally relevant style utilizing logic, reasoning, and research, and 
encouraging an international view using a principle-driven approach to create and 
debate a motion.
“I am most excited for the team,” said JoAnn Edwards, director of forensics. 
“Our students continue to amaze me with their abilities to communicate effectively 
across cultural and academic audiences. We continue to be small, but mighty—hon-
oring the power of the spoken word.” V
Isaac Lichlyter (top row left) and 
Austin Wood (bottom row right)  
and two of the other three teams  
in the China Open finals.
Namdaemun, officially known as the Sungnyemun, one of eight gates in the fortress wall of Seoul, South Korea
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Mathematics Student Hones Entrepreneurial Skills
Jonathan Broom (left) and Ryan Rigney
Classics Majors Encouraged to Study Abroad
Colby Roberts at an 
archaeological excavation 
in Athens
For classics majors, summer is a time to gain experience working in the field. Last year, with assistance from the department, a record number of students studied and excavated abroad. 
 “The Department of Classics is fortunate to have resources 
expressly designed to support student study abroad experi-
ences,” said Aileen Ajootian, professor of classics and 
art. A fund generously endowed by alumni Mike and 
Mary McDonnell in 2009 has helped numerous 
classics students participate in study abroad 
programs, attend archaeological field schools, 
and travel to conferences in the last three 
years.
Options include excavations, surveys, and 
museum studies at the Athens, Greece, research 
headquarters of the American School of 
Classical Studies. “The students visit 
sites all over Greece and get to use the 
library,” said Ajootian. 
Southern Methodist University 
law student Colby Roberts from Poplarville participated in a Greek archaeological 
excavation last spring. 
“The Agora was the ancient market place in Athens, and the excavations are in 
the center of the city, which makes it fairly unique,” said Roberts, who graduated in 
May with a B.A. in classics and economics. “I worked under the supervision of 
archaeologists and Ph.D. candidates for two months digging in areas that contained 
material from about 500 B.C. to A.D. 1200.”
This fall Robert Christopher Miller, a native of Gautier, enters the Columbia 
University classical studies Ph.D. program with experience from three study abroad 
trips. The UM classics department funded his semester at the Center for Hellenic 
Studies in Athens in fall 2011 and a month at the Kenchreai Archaeological Field 
School in June 2012. 
 “We worked clearing the dirt and brushing off a part of the harbor of the 
ancient city, washing pottery in preparation for its analysis, and sorting through 
unclassified objects in the Isthmia Museum from an earlier excavation of the site in 
the 1960s,” said Miller.
“For serious classics students who want to continue with their studies, attending 
a summer session abroad is a must,” said Ajootian. Thanks to private endowments 
the classics department provides the resources to obtain that global scholarship. V
Jonathan Broom is a video game entrepreneur whose real passion is mathematics. “I have a very deep love of math, even though I’ll probably end up designing/programming software for a living,” he said. “It’s just so beautiful.”
 William Staton, emeritus professor of mathematics and 
Broom’s honors thesis advisor, noticed Broom’s enthusiasm and ini-
tiative from the beginning. In Mathematics 305, a class about the 
transition of problem solving to mathematical theory, Staton real-
ized Broom’s zeal for a deeper level of understanding and the two 
began work on unanswered problems for Broom’s thesis. 
At the same time Broom undertook a business venture with 
friend Ryan Rigney, a journalism student. Their video game 
studio Utah Raptor Games won the 2012 UM School 
of Business Administration Gillespie Business 
Plan Competition prize of $4,000 and Insight 
Park office space for a year. 
“Video games have always been our pas-
sion,” Broom said. “They’re how we became 
friends. Making video games fulfills our 
childhood dream. Random ideas from 
my partner a couple years back led to 
FAST FAST LASER LASER.” 
This game, created for the Xbox 360, 
was followed by the release of Orb Combat 
Simulator 2019 for the iPhone. 
“It’s a very addictive test of strategic 
thinking and spatial reasoning designed to 
improve those skills,” Broom said of Utah Rap-
tor’s second game. “It’s an exciting, strategic puz-
zle game about space and math.”
The process from idea to marketable game 
is arduous. “We have to get funding, pull 
together the talent to do the parts we can’t, and then find time for the many, many 
hours it takes to make it happen. It is a worthwhile endeavor though,” he said. “The 
bulk of my contribution is programming. Ryan and I direct the work of the artist 
and composer to create aesthetics for the games.”
Broom balances all this and his academic respon-
sibilities. “Jonathan works 80 hours a week, he has 
his own company, and he is a good, eager student,” 
Staton said.
The future awaits. “We have plans to release a 
major update and iPad version of OrCS2019 so 
we’re working to pull together everything for that. 
Then there’s marketing the game, followed by 
finding out if we make enough money to 
continue on to other projects.” V
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The Art of Success
The Taylor Medal is the highest academic award at UM. Founded in  
1904 in memory of alumnus Marcus Elvis Taylor (B.A. 1871) by his  
father Dr. William A. Taylor of Booneville, the award recognizes no more  
than one percent of the student body. This year 33 of the 67 recipients were 
students in the College. We highlight a few of these extraordinary students here.
Experiences outside of the classroom were important elements of success for Mattie Cod-ling, an art history and anthropology major.
“Take the first chance you get to work in your 
field, even if it isn’t required for your degree,” she 
said. “Internships are great! Make use of what is 
available on campus because there is always some-
where to plug in.” 
An internship at the University Museum 
inspired her favorite academic achievement, curat-
ing a museum exhibition of Southern folk art for 
her senior thesis. The Starkville native researched 
the artists, selected pieces illustrating their style, 
and designed How We Worked, Played, and Prayed 
to be educational and enjoyable for the viewer. 
 “The task proved instructive and gave me con-
fidence in my ability as an art historian,” Codling 
said. “I gained skills in research, planning, and 
installation indispensable to my future career.” 
Art history professor Nancy Wicker notes other 
skills Codling cultivated. “As faculty advisor of the 
Vasari Society, I worked with Mattie for the past 
two years as we sought to rejuvenate the art history 
student organization,” said Wicker. “As president 
of the group, she organized internal events and 
also took the initiative to bring an expert on 
stained glass to our university. She indefatigably 
sought sources of funds and worked with me to 
write an application for a Mississippi Humanities 
Council mini-grant, which we subsequently 
received.”
In addition to museum curation and grant 
writing, Codling experienced field work in anthro-
pology. One summer she helped excavate the Car-
son Indian Burial Mounds near Clarksdale, a large 
site for the Mississippian group predating Euro-
pean contact.
All these experiences and 
work for her double major 
in art history and anthro-
pology have equipped 
Codling for her next steps 
in life. “UM has prepared 
me for what I want to do 
outside of college by the 
complexity and level of 
excellence professors 
required of my work,” she 
said. “True, I didn’t enjoy 
reading theory, but it was 
all worth it in the end.” V
Mattie Codling holds a  
1989 carved figure by Sulton 
Rogers, from the Collection  
of the University of  
Mississippi Museum  
and Historic Houses
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Scotland Calling 
Two seniors are in Scotland this  
summer pursuing their dreams.
Taylor Medalists Neal McMillin of Madison and Hunter Nicholson of Brandon are using $5,000 Barksdale Awards from the Honors 
College in pursuit of creative, courageous projects and 
ambitious, independent programs of study and 
research.
McMillin, a Newman and Barnard Scholar with a 
double major in Southern Studies and economics, is 
investigating Scotland’s pioneering use of the ocean for 
renewable energy. Meetings with public officials, lead-
ers in university environmental centers and the renew-
able energy business, and visits to key development 
sites will inform McMillin’s thesis about hydroelectric 
innovation in Scotland and the American South. 
“My project juxtaposes the cultural significance of 
Scotland’s contemporary wave and tidal technology with 
the Depression-era South’s hydroelectric dams,” he said. 
“I will analyze the circumstances that contributed to the 
peculiar state of affairs in which these historically under-
developed regions emerged as the vanguard of innova-
tion in hydroelectricity. Through the venture and the 
thesis, I will gain perspective on the intricacies of 
humanity’s crucial relationship with water.”
Nicholson, majoring in accountancy, Spanish, and 
public policy leadership, is in Scotland conducting 
interviews with business, political, and academic lead-
ers to understand the financial significance of 
independence. 
“Last fall, I went to Edinburgh to intern with the 
Scottish Parliament,” he said. “I happened to be placed 
with Stewart Maxwell of Glasgow, a member of the Scot-
tish Nationalist party in charge of the Parliament. Their 
main goal is to make Scotland an independent country.”
The Trent Lott Leadership Scholar and finalist in 
PriceWaterhouseCooper’s national case competition 
decided to return for in-depth research on the inde-
pendence movement for his honors thesis. 
“There will be a referendum next fall and all Scots 
will vote on whether they want to be an independent 
country or not,” Nicholson said. “It is an exciting time 
in Scottish history and to observe it firsthand will be a 
great honor.” V
Clarke’s Double Passion for Chocolate
Examining the history of chocolate through the eyes of a biologist, Harry Clarke incorporated his dual majors in his honor’s thesis. He traced 
chocolate from pre-Columbian Mesoamerica examin-
ing how and where chocolate has been grown and the 
influence of historical factors. 
“The thesis has allowed me to apply all the invalu-
able experience in writing and research I have gained 
from many wonderful professors to a multidisci-
plinary research project that integrates biology and 
history, the two subjects I am most passionate about, 
together,” he said. 
“Though at times daunting, the thesis has truly been 
a labor of love from which I have learned a lot about 
chocolate and its history as well as about myself as a stu-
dent, a researcher, and a writer. For that reason it is the 
academic achievement of which I am most proud.” 
Clark’s scholarship earns faculty praise. “Harry is 
among the top five students I have worked with in 
10 years,” said Theresa Levitt, associate profes-
sor of history and Clarke’s thesis coadvisor. 
“What really impressed me was his level of 
historical analysis and ability to grasp 
nuanced arguments about the role of sci-
ence in the past.”
The mass cultivation of chocolate, a key 
crop in the expansion of the plantation system 
in the 17th and 18th centuries, was not well 
suited to the particular characteristics of the 
plant, Levitt explained. “The question ‘why is choco-
late planted this way?’ thus necessarily requires a his-
torical answer, while its companion question ‘how can 
it be done better?’ brings in the biological. He is on 
his way to producing a fascinating piece of original 
work that will result in fruitful insights.”
Clarke plans to continue his chocolate studies by 
digging deeper to understand the system of cultivation 
suited to the characteristics of the plant and the ways 
modern methods have shaped its growth. He is eager 
to understand environmentally friendly methods and 
the ways used by the Aztecs and the Maya. V
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Healthcare Concerns
Emma Willoughby and Elyse Jensen approached the topic for their  
honors theses, one from a social science perspective and the other  
from the natural sciences. 
Sociology
Emma Willoughby, a senior from Ocean Springs in sociology and liberal studies with concentra-tions in anthropology, biology, and psychology, 
developed a wide array of skills while at UM. One of 
the founding members of the Food Bank, she worked 
with the Writing Center and the Daily Mississippian in 
addition to owning a photography business.
“She is a scholar, student leader, and an inspiration 
for others,” said her thesis advisor John Green, associ-
ate professor of sociology and director of the Center 
for Population Studies. 
Willoughby’s inspiration comes from an English 
professor’s encouraging comment about an essay she 
wrote her sophomore year—that her paper resembled 
graduate work. “Hearing that my writing was strong 
and my thoughts were cogent strengthened my confi-
dence in my abilities as a writer,” she said. “At this 
point I knew that my writing could take me where I 
need to go and where I want to go—not only in my 
time at university, but also as I develop as an individu-
al, thinking critically and understanding the world 
around me.”
For her honors thesis Willoughby focused on 
understanding the world of healthcare by conducting 
field research in the Mississippi Delta. “The purpose is 
to look at the medical home health model and the 
management/organization of the community health 
center to understand staff-patient relations and how 
these contribute to better health outcomes, particularly 
among patients with comorbid conditions,” she said.
“In light of healthcare reform, her work has taken 
on noteworthy significance,” Green said. “My col-
leagues and I in the Center for Population Studies have 
been so captivated with Emma’s work that we offered 
her a paid internship with health-related projects. She 
is contributing to the development of knowledge to 
inform real-world health programs in Mississippi.”
Physics
Elyse Jensen, from Oxford, completed the pre-med curriculum within the Department of Physics and Astronomy and wrote her honors 
thesis “Pregnancy, Childbirth and Newborn Care in 
San Mateo, Belize.” “I made two very rewarding 
trips to gather data on this impoverished island vil-
lage,” she said. “In putting together my research 
design, I utilized a wide variety of techniques from 
many different academic areas.”
Her evaluation of women’s access to healthcare in 
this Central American country included interviews 
with women and healthcare professionals to provide 
perspective of how healthcare is received and what 
improvements could be implemented. “As a science 
major, I found it a challenge to reach out and learn 
about qualitative research and work with human sub-
jects,” Jensen said. “My project afforded the opportu-
nity to combine theory and practice.”
Her research highlighted the importance of basics, 
like education. “I interviewed one woman who didn’t 
learn how to read until her children went to school,” 
Jensen said. “She couldn’t read informative healthcare 
posters or labels on prescriptions.”
Jensen also learned the connection between financ-
es, health, and nutrition; she compares food issues in 
San Mateo to isolated communities in Mississippi. 
“Because the sandy soil is not good for growing a lot of 
vegetables, people don’t have balanced nutrition,” she 
said. “Their high sugar diets lead to health problems 
among mothers and children. Overweight mothers 
have problems with pregnancy and children have den-
tal issues.” 
Jensen plans to apply lessons learned in both 
countries through lifelong service work addressing the 
real world problem of global healthcare. “I’d like to 
go into the medical field and work for the World 
Health Organization or Doctors Without Borders 
and this project helped me see how they set up pro-
grams,” she said. V
T A Y L O R  M E D A L I S T S
‘[Emma Willoughby] is a  
scholar, student leader, and 
an inspiration for others…’
— J O H N  G R E E N 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY
‘As a science major, I found it a 
challenge to reach out and learn 
about qualitative research and 
work with human subjects.  
My project afforded the 
opportunity to combine  
theory and practice’
— E LY S E  J E N S E N
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Winter Institute Receives International Recognition 
Glisson accepts the International 
Award. She is recipient of UM’s 
Lift Every Voice Award for con-
tributing to the betterment of 
human relationships on campus. 
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UM Home to New 
Clinical Disaster 
Research Center
Even before the establishment of UM’s Clinical Disaster Research Center in the Department of Psychology in autumn 
2012, a team of students served with Stefan 
Schulenberg after natural disasters, conducting 
research to understand the effects of the oil spill 
on Mississippi coastal residents and working to 
enhance intervention and outreach efforts for a 
range of concerns. 
“Throughout the Gulf oil spill research it 
seemed apparent that the next logical step was 
to establish an identity, an integrated purpose 
bringing together research, teaching, and ser-
vice efforts,” said Schulenberg, associate profes-
sor of psychology and Center director. “With 
the Center, we hope to continue our work rais-
ing awareness of an important area that people 
don’t often think about. Disaster mental health 
is a relatively new field of psychological science 
and practice as it relates to disaster prepared-
ness, impact and recovery.”
 While physical threat is emergency respond-
ers’ first concern, the effects of trauma on men-
tal health are frequently unrecognized or 
untreated. “People have a tremendous resilience 
to overcome adversity,” Schulenberg said. “How-
ever, individual response to a disaster can vary 
widely. Some may experience problems that are 
short term, while others may experience prob-
lems that are longer lasting. Still others may 
experience what is called posttraumatic growth, 
learning how to respond to their experiences in 
adaptive ways.”
Through education, service, and research, 
the Clinical Disaster Research Center is here 
to help. V
S P E C I A L  S E C T I O N   
Mary Margaret Saulters
Service Earns National Recognition 
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Growing up, Mary Margaret Saulters lived in rural Tchula, 20 miles from the nearest gro-cery. In this food desert her interest in food 
security and social inequality first took root.
“My family was lucky because we could afford to 
grow organic vegetables and drive 30 minutes to the gro-
cery,” said Saulters. “But my neighbors couldn’t. They 
relied on convenience stores, if that, for food. I grew up 
witnessing the disparity and inequality and the poor 
health that came from it, but I didn’t know what to do.”
The 2013 graduate has spent the last few years 
doing something about it. Through her work with 
College Corps, the anthropology and biology major 
identified and worked to remedy local social and food 
inequalities, earning the 2013 Governor’s Initiative for 
Volunteer Excellence Award for Outstanding College 
Student and a Newman Civic Fellow accolade from 
Campus Compact, a national coalition dedicated to 
promoting community service in higher education. 
“I was attracted to College Corps because students 
work closely with one organization and really build rela-
tionships,” she said. She served with Interfaith Compas-
sion Ministry (ICM), a local nonprofit dedicated to 
helping the homeless, where she interviewed clients, 
assisted with grant proposals, and organized a Plates to 
End Poverty fundraiser to buy an office computer.
ICM is a beneficiary of Saulter’s award-winning 
social entrepreneurship venture with Corps colleague 
Meghan Litten. Their Grace(full) Totes are designed by 
artists and, for every one sold, a homeless individual 
receives a bag filled with hygiene necessities. The enter-
prise won most sustainable business plan in the School 
of Business Administration’s competition encouraging 
students to develop ideas into successful startups.
 Saulters helped start an on-campus food bank after 
realizing that the issue of food security, the subject of her 
honors thesis on the Mississippi Delta, was even closer than 
she thought. “Faculty members who spoke to the Corps 
said, ‘We’ve had students who can’t afford to eat,’” Saulters 
said. “I was looking at these issues in other parts of the state, 
but this is on campus, and it really struck me.”
 “Academically, we are always searching for the 
Mary Margarets of the world,” said Albert Nylander, 
director of the McLean Institute for Public Service 
and Community Engagement. “Her intelligence and 
commitment to social justice addresses important 
food security issues and societal needs.”
Saulters sums up her work. “Volunteering allows 
you to be a part of something bigger. During the first 
years of college, I focused on my academic goals and 
lost sight of my community role. Somewhere along 
the way I realized that though students are here only 
for a little while, we still have opportunities to con-
tribute. It is important to honor that by getting 
involved, even in small ways, because it really is possi-
ble to make a difference.” V 
The International Association of Official Human 
Rights Agencies—the old-
est human and civil rights 
organization for agencies, 
directors, and commis-
sioners—recognized the 
William Winter Institute 
for Racial Reconciliation 
with its 2012 Interna-
tional Award. 
“Our work is grounded in the sacrifices and leadership 
of community leaders throughout Mississippi, with whom 
we have the honor of working,” said Susan Glisson, execu-
tive director of the Winter Institute. “To have others from 
around the world looking to the state for leadership in 
racial reconciliation is a testament to all Mississippians.”
“The Winter Institute impressed the IAOHRA 
committee with its work launched in November 
2011 involving leaders from across the U.S., Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, and Cape Town, South Africa, to 
explore and deepen shared understandings, effective 
practices and strategies, and creative collaborations in 
service to advance civil and human rights internation-
ally,” said Shawn Martel Moore, IAOHRA president. 
“Inspired by the work of the Mississippi Truth Project 
and the Welcome Table, clearly this courageous and 
innovative initiative by the Institute stood head and 
shoulders above other candidates.”
The IAOHRA viewed the Institute’s use of specific 
models—truth and reconciliation, conflict transforma-
tion, and racial reconciliation—as significant and critical 
to continue to have human rights become a core value in 
every society. V
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Photo above: Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico
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 S P E C I A L  S E C T I O N      
The Politics and Civics of National Service:  
Lessons from the Civilian Conservation Corps, VISTA, and AmeriCorps 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION PRESS, 2013
By Melissa Bass, assistant professor of public policy leadership
Focus on Mississippi
Courtesy of the Alumni Review
Alumni Ryan Parsons (B.A. ’11) and Erin Mauffray (B.A. ’12) have spent the past year on campus serving in posts as AmeriCorps VISTAs (Volunteers in Service to America).
Parsons, a Hattiesburg native with majors in international studies and Chinese, 
became fluent in Mandarin Chinese. After studying in Qingdao, China, he 
returned to UM as a senior and received the Gerald M. Abdalla Prize for highest 
grades at Croft, the Terasawa Prize for best Croft thesis, and a Taylor Medal, UM’s 
highest academic award. He was named one of three 2011 Portz Scholars by the 
National Collegiate Honors Council and spent the summer after graduation in Bei-
jing teaching American ROTC students Chinese language skills as part of an 
emerging military leaders program. Upon completing a master’s degree at Cam-
bridge University in development studies, Parsons decided to serve Mississippi.
A Gulfport native with majors in international studies and Spanish, Erin Mauf-
fray won best Croft thesis among the Latin American concentration students, 
which inspired her application to AmeriCorps.
“It was the capacity-building aspect of AmeriCorps that intrigued me most,” 
she said. “I wrote my thesis on disaster communities based on my experience in 
Valparaíso, Chile. I was there for the 8.8 magnitude earthquake in 2010 and 
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observed how their society started to rebuild in the months following. That, com-
bined with my experience in 2005, when my family lost our home to Hurricane 
Katrina, made this position with AmeriCorps personal. I know how important it is 
for communities to have the tools to strengthen from within.”
As VISTAs, Mauffray and Parsons worked on service-learning ventures includ-
ing Rebel Global Connections, a collaborative project supported by the McLean 
Institute for Public Service and Community Engagement. The program brings Mis-
sissippi Delta elementary students to campus to engage with students from other 
parts of the U.S. and the world. “Rebel Global Connections aims to alleviate the 
problem of cultural isolation for schoolchildren from high-needs districts by 
introducing them to cultures and languages from around the world through 
age-appropriate programming,” Mauffray said.
Parsons organized an alternative spring break for UM students to plant com-
munity gardens and conduct other service in the Delta. “We’ve supported programs 
focusing on early childhood education, and I believe we’ve implanted the idea of 
going to college in a lot of  young students,” he said.
Whether in the U.S. or abroad, Parsons and Mauffray’s hard work, language skills, and 
ability to understand different cultures are helping both UM and the state of Mississippi. V
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In 1933 Franklin Roosevelt created America’s first and largest domestic national service program, the Civilian Conservation Corps. The CCC was popular but short-lived, while other national ser-vice programs such as VISTA and AmeriCorps survived. Why?
Melissa Bass addresses this question and others in her book focusing on the history, modern rele-
vance, and civic impact of domestic national service. 
“When I started this project I was interested in two things: how the three service programs 
differ and why they didn’t build on each other, and how each of these programs, developed 
under three different presidents, think about citizenship,” Bass said. 
Bass furthers our understanding of 20th-century American political development by comparing programs founded 
during three distinct political eras—the New Deal, the Great Society, and the early Clinton years.  V
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Left, George Dor, associate professor of music; alumni Erin Mauffray and Ryan Parsons
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Amala Dass, assistant professor of chemistry and biochemistry, has been awarded a $650,000 Faculty 
Early Career Development (CAREER) 
Program grant from the National Science 
Foundation. 
The prestigious five-year grant allows 
Dass and his students to continue 
research in the study of gold alloy nano-
molecules, plus launch and sustain a sum-
mer chemistry research program for 
Mississippi high school students.
“Dr. Dass is synthesizing and 
studying interesting nanomaterials 
that are made from microscopic gold 
particles and sulfur compounds, 
called thiols, that have unusual 
molecular architectures and interesting 
electronic properties,” said Charles L. 
Hussey, professor and chair of chemis-
try and biochemistry. “These gold 
nanoparticles may have applications in 
everything from microelectronics to 
drug delivery systems.”
Dass, who joined UM’s faculty in 
2009, said, “Besides God’s goodness, 
the credit goes to my graduate stu-
dents, then my mentors, and the over-
whelming support from the chemistry 
department and the university. I enjoy working 
with students and preparing them to compete with 
the best nationally and to make a difference locally. 
This grant makes it possible to do more, but none 
of this would be possible without my graduate stu-
dent team, Chanaka Kumara, Vijay Jupally, David 
Crasto, Praneeth Nimmalla, Nuwan Kothalawala, 
and Asantha Dharmaratne.” 
Faculty Early Career Development Program 
grants are awarded to junior “teacher-scholars” who 
exemplify the role of “scholar” through outstanding 
peer-reviewed research, who exemplify the role of 
“teacher” in the classroom, and who seamlessly inte-
grate the two activities to provide student experienc-
es rich in both education and research. 
 “The granting of such an award is special rec-
ognition by the NSF of Dr. Dass’s potential to 
become a nationally recognized teacher-scholar, and 
it illustrates this department’s strong efforts to hire 
faculty who show excellence in both teaching and 
research,” Hussey said.
Dass worked with the UM Division of Out-
reach and Continuing Education to develop the 
high school research opportunity. Each summer, this 
award will pay for several Mississippi high school 
students to attend the Summer College program at 
UM. In the evenings, they will eat, live, and social-
ize with the other Summer College students; but 
instead of going to class in the daytime, they will go 
to Dr. Dass’ research laboratory to conduct experi-
ments. A planned outreach component with North 
Panola High School, North Panola Junior High 
School, and Green Hill Elementary School will 
ensure that Mississippi students of all grades and 
socioeconomic groups will enjoy extraordinary sci-
ence education opportunities through this grant.
 “This grant provides not only the means for 
Dr. Dass to establish a firm footing for his own 
career in science; it also provides the opportunity for 
Mississippi high school students to walk a few weeks 
in the shoes and lab coat of a scientist,” said Alice 
Clark, UM Vice Chancellor for Research and Spon-
sored Programs. “Hopefully, many will like how the 
laboratory feels and be inspired to make their own 
academic and professional careers in science. For 
those who choose other paths, this experience will 
allow them to navigate those paths with greater 
appreciation for the role of science in the world and 
in their own lives.” V
Dr. Amala Dass (left) and Chanaka Kumara discuss NSF Award no. CHE-1255519
Historian Preserves 
Rare Documents 
Historic discov-eries can yield useful insights 
into modern problems. 
But without artifacts 
from past eras and cul-
tures, their valuable les-
sons may be lost. 
Bashir Salau is lead-
ing a project to preserve 
archival holdings related 
to precolonial Africa and enhance public access to 
these remarkable documents. With a grant from the 
British Library’s Endangered Archives Programme 
sponsored by the Arcadia fund, the associate professor 
of history is directing the Northern Nigeria: Precolonial 
Documents Preservation Scheme to digitally copy mate-
rials stored in the National Archives Kaduna.
Salau first visited the archives in the late 1980s 
while working on the history of the textile industry in 
the Kaduna region of northern Nigeria and noticed that 
many records were in deplorable condition. 
“The materials are of value to historians of Africa 
because such resources deal with labor, culture, intellec-
tual history, and intergroup relations in the African pre-
colonial era. Such documentation is relatively scarce,” 
he said.
“The unique documents in Hausa and Arabic are 
important because they record the social, economic, and 
political history of the Sokoto Calipate, the largest 19th  
century Islamic empire in West Africa. Also contained 
are the early years of British colonial rule in northern 
Nigeria, when many features of Caliphate economy and 
society were researched by colonial officials.”
The materials detail colonial policy formation and 
demonstrate the extent to which officials understood 
Islam, slavery, and unfree labor. The British colonists 
tried to shape northern Nigeria through reform of 
Caliphate institutions, a technique used successfully 
during slavery in the pre-Civil War United States.
“Given our state’s strong historical connection to 
West Africa, this is a wonderful opportunity to partner 
with Nigeria through Dr. Salau’s preservation efforts,” 
said Joseph Ward, professor and chair of history. “In so 
doing, we help Nigerians reconnect with their past and 
assist American students in learning more about Afri-
can history.”
Salau, a graduate of York University in Canada, 
specializes in African and African diaspora history, the 
history of slavery in 19th and early 20th century West 
Africa, specifically the use of slaves on plantations. V
VIDEO: interview of Salau discussing his book,  
The West African Slave Plantation,  
vimeo.com/29845290
PH
O
TO
 B
Y 
N
AT
H
AN
 L
AT
IL
Chemist Lands $650,000 
NSF CAREER Grant
PH
O
TO
 BY KEVIN
 BAIN
The   View from  Ventress 15 2013
Bangalore, India, Flower Market
Art Professor Shares  
World Experiences
Biology Bootcamp 
Prepares Freshman
This fall 100 freshmen will arrive a week early to participate in the second Biology Boot-camp, an effort to acquaint incoming students 
with the rigors of life as a science undergraduate.
“It’s about developing a learning community for 
freshmen to thrive,” said Lucile McCook, director of the 
Health Professions Advising Office (HPAO). “Many 
struggle with freshmen biology, even those who made all 
A’s in high school. Bootcamp gives a glimpse of life as a 
science major and provides tools to succeed in college.” 
Data from the pilot last year indicate that students 
who completed the five-day program earned one letter 
grade higher in the introductory biology course than 
those who did not.
“Our Bootcamp replicates a typical midterm week 
at Ole Miss,” McCook said. “The program is intensive 
and intended to help students set priorities for their 
transition into a major research institution. It is ideal 
for any student interested in studying the natural sci-
ences, such as pharmacy, chemistry, and biology, or for 
those going into the health professions.” 
Camp participants attend content lectures and labo-
ratories, complete assignments, and take three exams to 
prepare for Biological Sciences I and II (BISC 160 and 
161). To simulate the time constraints of college, profes-
sors and peer mentors fill students’ time with meetings 
and additional lectures about test- and note-taking tips 
and time management guidelines. The result is a well-
rounded preview of college life and course work. 
 “The first test was so hard and so was keeping up 
with the reading; I’m definitely not in high school any-
more,” said Mara Vernier, a biology major from Dallas, 
who hadn’t had biology since her first year of high 
school. “But my goal is to be a veterinarian, so I needed 
Bootcamp to establish good study habits from day one.”
Marcus Daniels, a biology major and program peer 
mentor from Brandon, found the experience tough but 
helpful. “It shows the challenges of being responsible for 
your own success,” he 
said. “High school 
studying is not 
effective for college. 
This program gives 
tips to help establish 
the self-discipline to 
succeed.” V
Artist Brooke White lived in Bangalore, India, for four months last year as a Fulbright Senior Research Scholar exploring through photographs and video the evolving landscapes of the city known as the Silicon Valley of India.
“I looked at the roles globalization, technology, and capitalism are having on this ever-expanding 
metropolis and analyzed the connection between landscapes and identity,” said White, associate professor of 
art. “Bangalore has seen a lot of changes. It’s stuck somewhere between Western and Indian culture, and it’s 
these changes I wanted to capture and explore.”
While in residence she completed photographic and experimental video projects and an interactive 
Google map. “The experience was amazing. I learned a tremendous amount about Indian life, culture, and 
art,” she said. In addition to research, White taught at the Srishti School of Art, Design, and Technology and 
developed a curriculum based on photography, video, and interactivity called Identity and New Media Art.
“While I am truly excited to work on my art, I am equally excited to bring it home and share it with my 
Ole Miss students,” said White, a Cornell University graduate with a master’s in fine arts. “So much of my 
teaching is about sharing experiences. I am a big promoter of world living because it creates dialogue and 
leads to understanding.”
White concluded the year as guest speaker and artist at the Kathmandu International Art Festival in 
Nepal and featured photographer in the Oxford American Eyes on the South series. Her experimental film, 
Slices of Clarity, screened at the Armory Center for the Arts in Pasadena, California, in January.  
White’s Moving Postcards video project, New South photographic project, and interactive Google map are 
online at bit.ly/15k7Bu5. V
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F A C U LT Y  A W A R D S  
Sarah Moses, Felice Coles, and Michael Raines receive the College of Liberal Arts annual teaching awards from Dean Hopkins.
UM FACULTY  
ACHIEVEMENT  
AWARD
For unusual effort  
in the classroom, 
involvement with  
students, active schol-
arship, and service  
to the University
Jay Watson, Howry Professor  
of Faulkner Studies 
Department of English  
UM and Mississippi  
Humanities Council  
HUMANITIES  
TEACHER OF  
THE YEAR 
For excellence  
in teaching and 
research
Jeff Jackson, associate professor  
Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology
National  
Academic  
Advising  
Association   
NATIONAL  
OUTSTANDING  
ADVISING  
CERTIFICATE 
OF MERIT
For significant contributions to the  
improvement of academic advising
Jason Hoeksema, associate professor  
Department of Biology
UM FACULTY 
EXCELLENCE 
IN ADVISING 
AWARD 
For outstanding 
advising
Kerri Scott, associate director of  
forensic chemistry and instructional 
assistant professor 
Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry
CORA LEE GRAHAM AWARD FOR  
OUTSTANDING TEACHING OF FRESHMEN
Sarah Moses, assistant professor 
Department of Philosophy and Religion
Specializing in religious and medical ethics and con-
temporary religious thought, Moses teaches Introduc-
tion to Religion and holds a master’s from Harvard 
Divinity School and a doctorate in theological ethics 
from Boston College.
According to her nominator, Moses has an “uncan-
ny ability to exert authority and make students feel like 
sharing and participating at one and the same time. 
Students never feel they are receiving a prepackaged 
lecture, but believe they are entering a conversation led 
by a sympathetic expert.” V
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS  
OUTSTANDING TEACHER 
Felice Coles, professor 
Department of Modern Languages
Holding a doctorate in linguistics from UT Austin, 
Coles, editor of Southern Journal of Linguistics, teaches 
Spanish and linguistics with research interests in dia-
lects of American English, Hispanic sociolinguistics, 
and language obsolescence. 
One student admired Coles’ “professionalism, 
work ethic and passion for teaching.” V
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS  
OUTSTANDING INSTRUCTOR
Michael Raines, instructional  
assistant professor 
Department of Modern Languages
Teaching English as a Second Language and linguistics 
with additional research interests in American and 
Mexican cultures, Raines earned a doctorate from UM 
in TESL and a second master’s from the University of 
Alabama in romance languages-Spanish. 
One student noted Raines’ willingness to “go the 
extra mile. It’s evident from his teaching, attitude, and 
actions that he loves teaching and takes pleasure in 
helping students succeed and accomplish their 
dreams.” V
PH
O
TO
 BY RO
BERT JO
RD
AN
The   View from  Ventress 17 2013
Archaeologist Studies  
Cultural Heritage Tourism
Archaeology doesn’t just mean digging in the dirt; for Jodi Skipper, it also means examining cultural history. Skipper, assistant professor of anthropology and Southern Studies, explores the intersections of public archaeology and cultural heritage tourism. Her specialties include historic archaeology and 
other forms of cultural resource management, African diaspora anthropology, museum and heritage studies, 
and the politics of cultural representations. 
Skipper is collaborating with the African Scientific Research Institute (ASRI) in preparation for the 2013 
African Diaspora Heritage Trail (ADHT) Conference, an international cultural tourism initiative that pro-
motes socially conscious travel to sites identified as relevant to the global narrative of people of African 
descent. The ADHT Foundation seeks to establish heritage trails linking diaspora traditions in Africa, Europe, 
and the western hemisphere by developing a network of collaborators who identify, build, 
finance, promote, and market cultural heritage destinations. 
Planned for October 2013 in Lafayette, La., the annual ADHT conference will 
create a unique and inspiring learning environment for those committed to the 
development of African diaspora heritage destinations. One of the proposed 
trail sites is Promised Land, a small village in St. Martin Parish along the 
Bayou Teche. The ADHT’s goal to tap into “the growing cultural heritage 
market” aligns with Skipper’s effort to examine the history and development 
of Promised Land. She hopes members of the local community will start to 
think through how some of these broader international issues relate to them. 
“I know they have a sense of an African diaspora and what that means, 
but I don’t think they have a wide-ranging sense of how these connec-
tions can be interesting to tourists,” Skipper said.
Another research project is Skipper’s examination of 
Mardi Gras celebrations—documenting local forms of 
expressive culture to better understand how south-central 
Louisiana communities create and reinforce their African 
diasporic identities. For the project Skipper and David Whar-
ton, UM director of docu-
mentary studies and assistant 
professor of Southern Studies, 
traveled to Lafayette. 
“I made contact with the 
Lafayette Mardi Gras Festival 
Association, the oldest histor-
ically black Mardi Gras 
association there, and we 
documented their chil-
dren’s pageant and 
adult ball,” Skipper 
said about the 
annual event 
revolving around 
King Toussaint 
and Queen 
Suzanne. 
“When I was told about their king and queen, 
that’s when I started to think about this large 
African diaspora connection, because they are 
the famous Haitian revolutionary couple. I start-
ed to think through and wonder why they would spe-
cifically choose those two. I started to think about how Mardi 
Gras could complement tourism and how certain African diaspo-
ra heritage connections are linked to specific parades.” 
Professor Skipper’s studies of African diaspora and rural Mardi Gras tra-
ditions and accompanying archaeological digs into Louisiana cultural history 
are helping communities mine their valuable worldwide connections.  V
Former Federal 
Reserve Economist 
Joins Faculty
While the troubled national economy is not as far along in the recovery process as many had hoped, a UM faculty member 
says its downward spiral is definitely over and the 
future is brighter.
Thomas A. Garrett, a former assistant vice president 
and research economist for the Federal Reserve Bank in 
St. Louis, is a new associate professor in the Department 
of Economics. With 15 years in the field, he possesses a 
wealth of knowledge about the economy’s condition and 
useful insights about where it is headed.
“We have a long way to go before we return to 
‘normal’ levels of economic activity and employment,” 
Garrett said. ‘I don’t see significant improvement in 
economic growth and employment in the near future. 
Until the uncertainty facing businesses and consumers 
fades, I don’t think we are going to see much change.”
While uncertainty about future economic condi-
tions, policies, and costs is causing many businesses to 
hold off on expanding and hiring, there are signs that 
the housing market is doing better than in the previ-
ous few years, Garrett said. “The economy is certainly 
doing better than a few years ago,” he said.
Garrett was a welcome addition to the economics 
department, said Jon Moen, chair and professor of 
economics. “Dr. Garrett brings a lot of research and 
knowledge about regional economics and issues related 
to government policy to the Department of Econom-
ics,” Moen said. “He has created a new course on 
urban economics. His research and teaching skills will 
greatly enhance the department’s reputation.”
Garrett holds a bachelor’s degree from Shippens-
burg University of Pennsylvania and master’s and doc-
toral degrees from West Virginia University. Before 
joining the Federal Reserve Bank in 2002, he was an 
adjunct assistant professor at Washington University in 
St. Louis, assistant professor at Kansas State University, 
and a postdoctoral fellow at West Virginia University. 
Garrett’s research areas are state and local public 
finance, state lotteries, casino gambling, public choice, 
and applied microeconomics. V
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Mardi Gras parade  
spectator with beads  
and cowboy hat,  
St. Martinville, La.
Jodi Skipper
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Panelist Paige Manning, 
MS Department of Agri-
culture and Commerce, dis-
cusses Invigorating Local 
and Regional Economics
UM Hosts Food Summit
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A Spoken Dish 
Students Study the American Way of Eating
more stories, photos and videos at viewfromventress.org
Answers to the ques-tion “how do we get healthy food to Mis-
sissippians from the field to 
the table?” were examined at 
a Food Summit held in 
Oxford in March.
The Department of Pub-
lic Policy Leadership and the 
Appalachian Regional Com-
mission collaborated with the 
Trent Lott Leadership 
Institute, Office of Sustainability, and Department of 
Nutrition and Hospitality to present a forum for conver-
sation around the continued effort to build a local, equi-
table, and sustainable food economy throughout the state. 
“The purpose was to set a table for policymakers, 
producers, consumers, and all stake-holders to discuss 
the benefits of enhancing the local food economy 
through mechanisms like farmers’ markets, CSAs, food 
hubs, food banks, and community gardens,” said Jody 
Holland, visiting assistant professor of public policy 
leadership. “We wanted to determine and identify pol-
icy barriers and incentives and look at helping coordi-
nate a sustainable agriculture system in Mississippi.”
The summit featured panels on human and envi-
ronmental health, local food systems, economics and 
building communities along with keynote speaker 
author and food rights activist Mark Winne.
“I would like to see policy recommendations for 
statewide action, a structure for a local sustainable agri-
culture network, and being a sparkplug for enhancing 
local economic development through the local food 
network,” said Holland, who coordinated the event 
with Daniel Doyle, statewide coordinator of the Mis-
sissippi Agricultural Network. V 
The Center for Writing and Rhetoric and Southern Foodways 
Alliance teamed up to teach 
the New York Times bestselling 
book The American Way of Eat-
ing: Undercover at Walmart, 
Applebee’s, Farm Fields, and the 
Dinner Table (Scribner, 2012) 
in writing classes last spring and to co-host a lecture by 
its author Tracie McMillan.
To research her book, the award-winning journalist 
worked as a vegetable picker in California, a produce 
stocker at Wal-Mart in Detroit, and an expediter at 
Applebee’s in New York City. Along the way, as she 
attempted to live off the meager wages she earned, 
McMillan explored the question: What would it take 
for all of us to eat well?
“This topic is front of mind for a new generation 
of students now studying the political resonances of 
food in America,” said John T. Edge, director of the 
Southern Foodways Alliance. “In a region where agri-
cultural labor issues have long been fraught, we were 
especially excited to hear McMillan’s read on modern 
agricultural labor and how those insights apply to 
issues of race and class in the South.”
McMillan’s undercover reporting for The American 
Way of Eating has won critical acclaim. In the New 
York Times, reviewer Dwight Garner wrote, “Ms. 
McMillan goes undercover amid this country’s working 
poor.…This is a voice the food world needs.”
 McMillan visited UM composition classes to dis-
cuss the writing process. “Student writers enjoy the 
opportunity to think critically about food, looking at 
how a resource, which is often taken for granted, 
moves from farm to table and allows us to see a larger 
impact of collective choices,” said Robert Cummings, 
director of the Center for Writing and Rhetoric. “And 
Tracie McMillan’s project stands as an example of how 
students can find a passion in pursuing a question.” V
For more information on McMillan and her work,  
go to www.traciemcmillan.com.
Kate Medley (M.A. Southern Studies, ’07) and her work as documentarian for Whole Foods Market receive raves from the editors of Good Food Jobs: 
“She’s got the fairytale spin of having stuck her foot in the 
door of a large, influential company on the cusp of Michael 
Pollan’s fame. She’s got the creative job title and the inspir-
ing day-to-day work of translating that company’s mission 
statement into real people and products.”
Medley explains her career choice. “After working 
in the newspaper industry as a photojournalist, I 
returned to my home state of Mississippi to get a mas-
ter’s in Southern Studies at Ole Miss. It was then that I 
became involved with the Southern Foodways Alliance 
(SFA) and was exposed for the first time to a creative 
pack of people who have dedicated their life’s work to 
studying, documenting, and telling the stories of food-
stuff. They inspired me to bridge my craft with my 
interests and focus my documentary pursuits on food 
and the culture surrounding food.”
One of those pursuits is producing a new video 
storytelling project for the SFA, Whole Foods Market, 
and Georgia Organics. Dedicated to celebrating and 
documenting food memories and rituals from people 
across the South, A Spoken Dish asks a simple question: 
What food tradition in your life reflects time or place 
or evokes a specific memory?
The 50 short video interviews with farmers, home 
cooks, professional chefs, writers, artists, and children 
capture their stories about a range of subjects including 
the Civil Rights Movement, Hurricane Katrina, the 
Great Migration, traditional hog killings, magic pickling 
rocks, Southern spaetzle, paw paws, and gumbo.
Similar in style to the tradition of a community 
cookbook, this series includes both anecdotes and 
memories associated with particular recipes, historical 
context, tips for preparation, and actual recipes. In 
coordination with teams from SFA, Whole Foods, and 
Georgia Organics, Medley filmed interviews in Atlan-
ta, Durham, and Jackson. In Jackson, A Spoken Dish 
partnered with the Mississippi FoodCorps initiative at 
Brown Elementary School to engage children and 
community partners in interviews.
“The goal of A Spoken Dish is to document the 
palate of a changing South, one that demonstrates the 
diversity of our communities by way of what lands on 
the supper table,” Medley said. “We want to know 
more about how people are 
cooking and how 
they got there—
from the North 
Carolinian who 
holds the genera-
tions-old recipe for 
Appalachian fermented 
beans, to the Atlantan who 
riffs on her Caribbean roots 
by way of grits and okra.” 
V
What is your food story?  
Visit www.aspokendish.com. 
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Agricultural Policy Analysis
Chris Offutt
Beth Ann Fennelly
Cookbooks
Chris Offutt, screenwrit-
er, author, and associate 
professor of English, wrote 
about his Kentucky home-
town community cookbook 
sold by the Haldeman 
P.T.A. in 1967 and baking 
Bible Cake (recipe contrib-
uted by Lela Watson, now 
age 101) in The Oxford 
American: The Southern 
Magazine of Good Writ-
ing June issue.  
“Typically, children assist an adult 
in the kitchen with [Bible Cake].… The 
recipe is laid side-by-side with the Old Tes-
tament and New Testament. Young kids 
learn how to negotiate the numerical format of 
the Bible, and older children help interpret Scrip-
ture to ascertain the ingredients. The adult must 
take great care to check and double-check and triple-
check each step. It’s easy to mess this cake up.”
Read the full article here: bit.ly/12h8Zz4
The New York Times’ Between the Recipes, Scribbles Speak Volumes 
(January 28, 2013) features Beth Ann Fennelly, director of the 
M.F.A. Program in creative writing and associate professor of English. 
Reporter Kate Murphy explains that for Fennelly “reading 
her mother’s cookbooks is like reading her diary.”
“She would write not just the things you would expect next 
to a recipe, like ‘raise the heat to 375 for the last 15 minutes,’ 
but she would write down the guests who came to the dinner 
party, and the side dishes,” Fennelly said. Moreover, her mother, 
a lifelong homemaker, had a curiously haiku-ish way of noting 
how things were served: “The asparagus soup on the yellow linen 
napkins with the crocus in the Wedgewood.”
Ms. Fennelly has similarly annotated her own cookbooks to indicate which 
recipes are her children’s favorites and the meal she made for her husband [Tom 
Franklin, associate professor of fiction writing] when she told him they were 
expecting their second child. “It was a roasted duck with port sauce that took 
eight hours to make,” she said. “Dessert was him opening the little box that he 
thought was a pen but contained the positive pregnancy test.”
The date, the menu,  and his surprise are all recorded in her cookbook. 
“When I think of things one would grab in a fire, I think of my cookbooks,” she 
said. “They are my treasures.”
Read the full story here: nyti.ms/1bjiykg
HarperCollins will publish The Tilted World: A Novel by Fennelly  
and Franklin, in October. 
Travis Gray created quite a stir with his presenta-tion at the 2012 Southeastern Conference for Public Administration in Coral Springs, Fla. 
Gray’s honors thesis, “The Economic Impact Anal-
ysis of Agricultural Subsidies in Mississippi,” was the 
only undergraduate paper accepted for presentation at 
the conference. The triple major in public policy lead-
ership, political science, and French scored high marks 
for his presentation. 
“His paper spurred more discussion than any other 
on the panel,” said Joseph “Jody” Holland, visiting 
assistant professor in public policy leadership. “The 
comments focused on the big picture of food in Amer-
ica—what we eat and where it comes from—and on 
Gray’s policy recommendations. There are negative 
connotations around farm subsidies, so the conversa-
tion was about how these recommendations would 
affect individuals. 
“The feedback was about sharing experiences and 
models that complemented his recommendations of 
providing subsidies to local food economies. Even 
though federal funds may be used, people suggested 
that it be managed and implemented at a local level.”
Using the Regional Economic Model, or REMI, 
forecasting and policy analysis tool, Gray worked with 
Holland to analyze a projection model of Mississippi’s 
economy without federal agricultural subsidies—
money paid to farmers and agribusinesses to supple-
ment their income, manage the supply of agricultural 
commodities, and influence the cost and supply of 
commodities such as wheat, feed grains, or sugar. 
Gray’s longitudinal analysis identified the econom-
ic impact of the state not receiving $400 million to 
$500 million annually in agricultural subsidies and its 
affect on the farm and food industries in Mississippi. 
His research indicated a loss of 3,000 jobs the first year 
with the economy eventually correcting itself through 
appropriate market mechanisms.
“Our panel was called Strengthening Rural Economies, 
which was ironic because taking away subsidies will hurt—
immediately,” Gray said. “But we came up with policy rec-
ommendations for after the removal of subsidies.”
A friend’s sustainable farm and workshops for farmers 
prompted Gray’s interest in agricultural policy during 
high school in Little Rock, Ark. Gray will attend Vander-
bilt Law School and, possibly, specialize in food law. V
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Oral Historian to Study Food Traditions
Anson Mills, Bond Family give generously to support the SFA.
A pair of generous gifts totaling $125,000 will allow the Southern Foodways Alliance (SFA) to support an oral historian and expand its 
oral history archive into the “Upsouth” region of Vir-
ginia, Georgia, and the Carolinas. 
With a planned gift of 
$50,000, Carmen and Matt Bond 
of Memphis, Tenn., have estab-
lished the Carmen Crane Bond 
Oral History Fund. The Bonds 
were inspired to provide this 
endowment after attending 
several SFA-sponsored events 
in recent years and are now 
active SFA members. 
“My fondest memories are from early childhood, 
growing up in the country,” Ms. Bond recalls. “My fam-
ily was still of the ‘old school,’ and essentially lived off 
the land. They taught me not only how to garden and 
cook, but also the processes from beginning to end, 
from ‘pickin’ to ‘puttin’ up’!” 
Ms. Bond is delighted that more oral histories con-
taining these “lost arts” will be archived and made 
available to younger generations. She explains, “spon-
soring an oral historian is an ideal opportunity to 
make a difference in preserving the unique lessons and 
memories that come from experiences just like mine.”
Anson Mills, a Columbia, S.C., company produc-
ing artisan mill goods from organic heirloom grains, 
has also committed to funding the SFA’s newest addi-
tion with a $75,000 gift. Glenn Roberts, the compa-
ny’s founder, has supported the SFA and its work with 
oral histories for over a decade, providing more than 
$100,000 since 2001.
“All of us at Anson Mills hold, above all else, the 
intrinsic value of personal and interpersonal experiences 
emanating from the three big Southern F’s: family, farm-
ing, and food.” Roberts says. “We are thrilled that the 
SFA has chosen to grow its oral history archive to focus 
on the culture and personal experiences of farming.”
John T. Edge, director of the SFA, expressed 
excitement and gratitude for both gifts. “These funds 
will drive the next phase of our oral history work,” he 
explains, adding that SFA work and influence has 
become quite strong in Virginia and the Carolinas.
The Southern Foodways Alliance, founded in 
1999 within the Center for the Study of Southern 
Culture, documents, studies, and celebrates the 
diverse food cultures of the changing American 
South. A member-supported nonprofit, the SFA stag-
es symposia on food culture, produces documentary 
films, publishes compendiums of great writing, and 
collects oral histories.  
Thanks to these gifts, the new oral historian will 
further connect the SFA to the Upsouth region 
through its many sponsored symposia and film festi-
vals, as well as  provide support at SFA’s Oral History 
Workshop, which takes place annually on campus.  
Support from the Carmen Crane Bond Oral His-
tory Fund and Anson Mills will drive home the SFA’s 
notion that food “brings people to the table.” As Amy 
Evans explains, “That’s where the discussion begins.” 
More information about the SFA, including its 
extensive oral history archive, project index, and inter-
active map, are online at southernfoodways.org.V“An oral history is an archived historical document of a local community,” 
says Amy Evans, oral historian at SFA since 2005. “It holds a mirror up 
to the face of a place.”
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Sisters Create Scholarship in Mother’s Memory
Daughters pay tribute to their mother’s dedication to special needs children.
Mitzie B. Lindsey (‘59) of Fulton
Leah L. Thomson of Peachtree City, Ga., Lori L. White of Aberdeen, and Laura W. Milling of Meridian have funded the Mitzie B. Lindsey 
Memorial Scholarship for students interested in pursu-
ing teaching or service careers, with first preference 
going to Mississippians.
“An education scholarship is a perfect way to 
honor our mother because of her deeply felt passion 
for Ole Miss and her pure love for the students she 
lifted and led for 30 years,” said White. “Mother 
taught special needs children for most of her career. I 
remember her exuberance in describing their daily 
accomplishments. Giant steps and baby steps were cel-
ebrated equally.”
Thomson echoed that sentiment, saying, “Anytime 
I came back to Fulton to see my mom and we were 
out and around town, parents of her former students 
and students themselves always came to say ‘hello’ and 
thank her. She encouraged people in the community 
to volunteer their time to help with the annual Special 
Olympics event, and from this experience, one volun-
teer decided to become a teacher and now is a 
principal.” 
Glenn Hopkins, dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts, said it is fitting to recognize the life commitment 
of an educator with a gift that helps future educators. 
“We are fortunate to have sisters Leah, Lori, and Laura 
giving back to strengthen the university and the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts,” he said. “Their gift reflects their 
great love for their mother and the respect they have 
for her passion for teaching. To honor a dedicated 
educator by helping pave the way for others to 
become educators is truly outstanding.” V
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More books by faculty are featured on the College of Liberal Arts 
website at libarts.olemiss.edu/faculty-publications
F A C U LT Y  B O O K S
The New Encyclopedia  
of Southern Culture 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA PRESS,  
2006-2013
Series Editor, Charles Reagan Wilson,  
Kelly Gene Cook Sr. Chair of History  
and professor of Southern Studies
Beginning with Religion in 2006 and concluding 
with Folk Art and Race in May, this 24-volume 
update of the original Encyclopedia of Southern 
Culture reflects the newest scholarship on the 
region. Originally published in 1989, the Encyclopedia of Southern Culture was “the first attempt ever” according to U.S. News & World Report “to 
describe every aspect of a region’s life and thought, the impact of its history and policies, its music and literature, its manners and myths, even the 
iced tea that washes down its catfish and cornbread.” 
At Home and Under Fire: 
Air Raids and Culture in Britain from the 
Great War to the Blitz
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2012
By Susan Grayzel, professor of history and 
director of the Sarah Isom Center  
for Women and Gender Studies
“A major achievement, providing us with a com-
plexly argued and exhaustively researched account 
of British responses to the threat of aerial attack, 
one that illuminates the vital role of gender in how 
war was imagined and anticipated.”
—Geoffrey Field, author of Twentieth 
Century British History 
Middlebrow Queer: 
Christopher Isherwood in America
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA PRESS, 2013
By Jaime Harker, associate professor  
of English
“Harker’s approach to Isherwood’s American 
work—his Cold War novels, as she calls them—is 
a welcome fresh perspective on a neglected topic.”
—James J. Berg, editor of Isherwood on Writing
A Short Bright Flash: 
Augustin Fresnel and the Birth  
of the Modern Lighthouse 
W. W. NORTON & COMPANY, 2013
By Theresa Levitt, associate professor  
of history
“Levitt interweaves the personal triumph of the 
French physicist…with his pathbreaking work on 
the nature of light in her fascinating recounting of 
how the coasts of the world were made safe for the 
world’s seafaring vessels through a mix of genius, 
ingenuity, and perseverance.”
—Joyce Appleby, author of 
The Relentless Revolution: A History of Capitalism
Animal Bodies,  
Renaissance Culture
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA PRESS, 2013
By Karen Raber, professor of English
“Materialist scholarship has been fascinated by 
bodies in recent decades, yet has neglected to 
consider embodiment exactly where it seems likely 
to be especially helpful: in the ecocritical study of 
our connections with other animals. Karen Raber 
resolves that paradox and solves many of the prob-
lems it reflects, in a highly readable study with 
vivid instances and large implications.”
—Robert N. Watson, UCLA 
The Making of a Patriot: 
Benjamin Franklin at the Cockpit
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2012
By Shelia Skemp, Clare Leslie Marquette 
Professor of American History
An insightful, lively narrative that goes beyond the 
traditional Franklin biography—and behind the 
common myths—to demonstrate how Franklin’s 
ultimate decision to support the colonists was by 
no means a foregone conclusion.
 
Becoming the Gentleman: 
British Literature and the Invention of 
Modern Masculinity, 1660-1815
PALGRAVE, 2012
By Jason D. Solinger,  
assistant professor of English
“A state-of-the-art reconsideration of the period 
and a valuable resource. Summing up: Highly 
recommended.”
—Choice magazine
Culture, Faith, and Philanthropy: 
Londoners and Provincial Reform in 
Early Modern England
PALGRAVE MACMILLAN, 2013
By Joseph P. Ward, professor  
of history and department chair 
“This persuasive study of culture, faith, and phi-
lanthropy breaks important new ground in prob-
ing the complex relations between provincial 
England and the London metropolis. The scope 
and breadth of Ward’s research, and the human 
dimension of his case studies, guarantee this an 
enduring place in our scholarly discourse.” 
—Robert Tittler, Distinguished Professor 
of History Emeritus, Concordia University 
Reading for the Body: 
The Recalcitrant Materiality  
of Southern Fiction, 1893-1985
UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA PRESS, 2012
By Jay Watson, Howry Professor  
of Faulkner Studies
“A visceral and invigorating study that takes us on 
a fantastic voyage through southern bodies and 
narratives, providing superb and often startling 
readings of texts we thought we knew. Critically 
sophisticated, daring, and eloquent, Reading for 
the Body offers a thrilling ride for aficionados of 
Southern and American literature.”
—John Wharton Lowe, Distinguished Professor 
of Southern Literature, University of Georgia
Small Town 
South 
GEORGE F. THOMPSON 
PUBLISHING, 2012
By David Wharton, 
director of documentary 
studies and assistant  
professor of Southern 
Studies 
Winner of the 2013 Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters Award for 
Photography, Wharton’s book is described as “a slow, winding, visual delight 
of detail and uniqueness, stitched together by the region’s undying devotions 
to God, country, family, history, and commerce. These exquisite photo-
graphs are plainly seen, stripped of drama, yet they are rich in the quiet and 
complexity of place.”
—Rob Amberg, author of The New Road
Localizing Islam in Europe: 
Turkish Islamic Communities  
in Germany and the Netherlands
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2011
By Ahmet Yükleyen, Croft associate  
professor of anthropology 
“A rich and authoritative portrait of the lived real-
ity of Muslims adapting to life in Europe.”
—Peter Mandaville, author of 
Global Political Islam 
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Kendis Gift  
Supports English 
Doctoral Students
Harold Kendis Jr., a 22-year-old in his fifth year at UCLA, was on his way to a promising teaching career when 
cancer took his life. His parents, Harold and 
Daphne, considered starting a scholarship 
fund to help doctoral students become English 
professors as a tribute to their son.
Time passed, and after her husband’s death 
in 2000, Daphne Davis Kendis moved from 
Los Angeles to Meridian to be near her sister. 
Residing in Mississippi brought to mind 
thoughts of her son’s love of English as well as 
her favorite author, William Faulkner.  
Kendis, who passed away in 2010, left an 
estate gift of $946,000 to UM to establish an 
endowment in her son’s name assisting doctor-
al students pursuing studies in English litera-
ture and literary criticism. UM was chosen 
because of the national academic reputation of 
its Department of English as well as for UM’s 
management of Rowan Oak, Faulkner’s home.
“Harold loved literature and being with 
the teachers who taught it,” said aunt Gloria 
Mazingo of Meridian.
Ivo Kamps, chair and professor of English, 
called the gift “an incredibly generous gesture 
that will support ten Ph.D. students in our 
program. We’re enormously grateful to the 
Kendis family for fostering a new generation 
of scholars and teachers of literature.”
  Daphne, a native of Butler, Alabama, and 
Harold Sr. of Omaha, Nebraska, met while 
serving in the U.S. Army. When their son was 
born in an Army hospital, they affectionately 
called him “G.I.” for government issue—a 
nickname he was called most of his life.
The Harold J. Kendis Jr. Fellowship 
Endowment is open to receive gifts from indi-
viduals and organizations. 
Those who wish to contribute can send a 
check with the fund noted in the memo line 
to the University of Mississippi Foundation, 
P.O. Box 249, University, MS 38677; contact 
Denson Hollis, senior director of development 
for the College of Liberal Arts at 662-915-
5092 or dhollis@olemiss.edu; or visit  
www.umfoundation.com/makeagift. V
Ship Commissioning 
Brings Scholarship, 
Thanks to Navy League
A successful fundraising drive for the commis-sioning of the U.S.S. Mississippi has resulted in a scholarship fund being established for UM’s 
Navy ROTC program.
Gifts for the commissioning totaled $300,000, 
which covered the event with some to spare. U.S. Navy 
officials and Navy League representatives presented a 
$40,000 check to create a scholarship endowment at 
UM, the only Mississippi university with an active 
Navy ROTC.
 Arjen Lagendijk, president of the Mississippi 
Council of the Navy League, applauded the efforts of  
Curt Goldacker, Mark McDonald, and Tom McGuire, 
who sought funds for the commissioning. “Without 
these three gentlemen and a lot of other folks, this 
wouldn’t have happened,” he said. “To say that we can 
raise more money and have money left over for some-
thing like this is pretty neat.”
Denson Hollis, senior director of development for 
the College of Liberal Arts, accepted the gift in 
Meridian. “The endowment will be invested and held 
permanently, with the annual income directed to fund 
the scholarships,” Hollis said. “We expect this new schol-
arship will award $1,800 to $2,000 annually, which will 
certainly be a great help to each deserving recipient.”
A different student will be chosen each year, with 
first preference given to a dependent of a U.S.S. Missis-
sippi crew member. The next preference will be a stu-
dent from Mississippi.
This scholarship is a fantastic opportunity for out-
standing midshipman in the NROTC unit,” said Capt. 
Bradley Mai, chair of naval science. “Our students 
always struggle with meeting the financial challenges of 
a college education and this scholarship will likely 
allow us to keep some very bright and promising young 
men and women that otherwise may not have been 
able to remain in our program or at Ole Miss. It is 
truly a win-win situation for our Navy, Ole Miss, and 
friends and family of the U.S.S. Mississippi. V
UM Naval 
Reserve Officer 
Training Corps
William Faulkner’s home Rowan Oak.
Feders’ $100,000  
Gift Supports  
Oxford Conference  
for the Book
As native Mississippians, Ron and Becky Feder grew up steeped in the folkways of the Ameri-can South. But it took an extended stay in the 
Philippines during a 34 year Air Force career to help 
them truly appreciate the extraordinary—and decided-
ly unique—culture of their homeland. 
The Ocean Springs residents have been donating 
their money and time to the study and preservation 
of Southern culture ever since. Most recently, the 
couple provided a second gift of $100,000 to the 
Center for the Study of Southern Culture to support 
the Oxford Conference for the Book, a three day long 
event—free and open to the public—that brings writ-
ers, editors, and other people in the book world for 
lectures, panels, and readings with additional pro-
gramming for area schoolchildren now in its 21st 
year. It’s one of many such gifts to the University over 
the years from the Feders, who previously donated 
$100,000 to the conference and another $100,000 to 
the Center’s Music of the South Endowment Fund, 
plus $50,000 to the Southern Foodways Alliance.
“A gift like this is pretty extraordinary, both 
because it is such a big help to the Oxford Conference 
for the Book and also because it makes it much easier 
to plan for the future of the conference,” said Ted 
Ownby, director of the Center. “The funds will pay a 
lot of the travel expenses of the speakers and allow the 
conference to attract the diverse group of people—
writers and publishers and agents and others—that 
make the OCB such a unique event.”
As chair of the Center’s advisory board, attorney 
Ron Feder (B.A. political science, ’73, J.D. ’81) urges 
his fellow southerners to support its programs, includ-
ing the Music of the South Conference and the South-
ern Foodways Alliance. Too many denizens of the 
South “don’t appreciate Southern culture as something 
unique or special,” he said. “They enjoy life down here 
and just don’t ponder the hows or the whys.”
The Center is open to receive gifts from individu-
als and organizations by sending a check to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Foundation, P.O. Box 249, 
University, MS 38677, or contacting Nikki Neely, 
director of development for the College of Liberal 
Arts, at 662-915-6678 or nlneely@olemiss.edu, or by 
visiting online www.umfoundation.com/makeagift. V
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Ted Ownby (left), director of the Center, with Ron and Becky 
Feder at Barnard Observatory.
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The College of Liberal Arts is grateful to the following Ventress Order donors 
(names reflect gifts made between January 1, 2012—December 31, 2012):
PATRON  ............................. $25,000+
BENEFACTOR  .....$10,000 – $24,999
EXECUTIVE ..............$5,000 – $9,999
ADVOCATE  ..............$2,500 – $4,999
ASSOCIATE  .............$1,000 – $2,499
STEWARD  ......................$500 – $999
Created to recognize generous contributors who provide crucial support of $1,000—or $100 for graduates within the past five years—the Ven-tress Society plays a key role in the success of the College of Liberal 
Arts through support of scholarships, faculty recruitment and retention, and 
service learning. Just as larger endowed gifts directed to particular areas are 
important to the continued success of the College, smaller flow-through gifts 
are also critical. These gifts provide the flexibility to ensure that students have 
the best resources available while also meeting unexpected needs as they 
arise. Every gift to the College makes a difference to generations of students, 
faculty, and alumni by strengthening programs and subsequently increasing the 
value of the thousands of degrees already awarded. 
The Ventress Society is open to receive gifts from 
individuals and organizations by sending a check to 
the University of Mississippi Foundation, P.O. Box 
249, University, MS 38677, or contacting Ron Wilson 
at 662-915-1755 or jrwilso3@olemiss.edu, or by visit-
ing online www.umfoundation.com/makeagift. V
PATRON 
James E. Baine  
Michael L. Baker  
Nancy F. and John W. Barrett  
Helen G. Brooks  
Sara N. and Elvis O. Champion
The Chisholm Foundation  
Mary L. and Steve Cockerham  
Lucille W. and James H. Creekmore  
Andrew K. Howorth  
McIlhenny Company, Maker of Tabasco
Jim and Nick’s, Inc.
Lodge Manufacturing Company
Deborah B. and John E. Monroe  
Mountain Valley Spring Water
Murphy Oil USA Inc.
Poole’s Downtown Diner
BENEFACTOR 
Anson Mills
Thomas L. Becherer  
Union Square Hospitality Group
Carmen Bond  
Graham G. Boyd  
City House
Betsy S. and Wade H. Creekmore Jr.
Crescent Resources LLC
R&B Feder Charitable Foundation
Marcie C. and William R. Ferris Jr.
The Fertel Foundation
John E. Fetzer Institute Inc.
Gertrude C. Ford Foundation
Kristina H. and Richard C. Ford  
Diane and Alan Franco  
Tom T. Gallaher  
John T. Hardy Jr.
Carol and P. Ken Lackey Jr.
Sean Manning  
Royal Cup Inc.
Sanderson Farms Inc
Simmons Farm Raised Catfish Inc.
Joyce H. Spradling  
Taqueria Del Sol
Virginia N. and J. Charles Taylor  
James and Carol Titley  
The Algernon Sydney Sullivan Foundation
M. Amanda and Edward R. Wilson Jr.
Wingspan Partnerships
EXECUTIVE 
Kristie and Charles L. Abney  
Balch & Bingham LLP
Blackberry Farm 
David C. Berry  
Donald Clark Jr.
D. M. Cockrell  
Ann B. and John W. Egerton  
James W. Ellerman  
German Embassy
Diane and Jim Gossen  
Government Consultants Inc.
Clay Harmon  
Lynne and G. Norris Howell Jr.
Ben Luke  
Brittney and Matt Miller  
Dennis E. Moore  
Scarlotte M. and Crymes G. Pittman  
Prudential Foundation
James C. Ratcliff Jr.
Diane T. and Richard F. Scruggs  
Robert St. John  
Pardis Sooudi and Frank Stitt  
Ward and James C. Sumner  
Blake Tartt III
Dwight L. Tays  
Terrapin Restaurant
The Sally and Dick Molpus Foundation
Whole Foods Market
Noell and Gary M. Wilson  
Danny T. Woodard  
Karen and Ken Wright  
Zingerman’s
ADVOCATE 
Rex Arendall  
Virginia F. and James G. Brooks  
A. Hume Bryant  
Joan and Paul Burrell  
Edward J. Upton and Joe T. Cantu  
Lara M. and Vance P. Derryberry  
Donna B. and Brad J. Dye Jr.
ExxonMobil Foundation
Lee A. and William N. Fry IV
Jennifer Goetsch  
Patricia S. and W. Briggs Hopson Jr.
Lydia and Daniel W. Jones  
Kelly Law  
Pamela B. and William F. Lawhead  
L. Madison Michael II
Roy M. Milner  
Deborah F. McAbee and J. Byron Morris  
Karen Peterson  
Linda F. and Michael E. Riley  
Bill Schooley  
Granger R. Scruggs  
Joann S. and R. P. Scruggs III
Judith N. Shertzer  
William L. Smith  
Stewart Sneed Hewes Inc
Lisa R. and John D. Tickle Jr.
Patricia C. White  
Dag and Leslie Zapatero  
ASSOCIATE 
Helen B. and Wadie H. Abraham Jr.
Ann and Lex Alexander  
Roy Anderson III
Bill Andrews
Barbara D. and David W. Arnold  
Jane Anna and Bryan Barksdale  
Susan H. and Brett R. Bartlett  
Kristin and Wilson P. Barton III
Brenda K. and Lee Baumann  
Kreis Beall  
Fred E. Beemon Jr.
Paul T. Benton  
John Besh  
Biloxi Regional Med Center
Kathryn B. Black  
Mike and Thelma Blair   
J. S. Blake  
Nancy H. and James H. Bonds  
Norma S. Bourdeaux  
City Grocery Restaurant Group
Shawn S. and David E. Brevard  
Jennifer W. Bridges  
Lissa L. and Adam H. Broome  
Elizabeth M. and L. Michael Brunt  
A. Patrick Busby  
Minter Byrd  
Ann and Ricky J. Calhoon  
Callie’s Charleston Biscuits LLC
Carolyn M. and Richard B. Carothers III
Ann Cashion
B. Craig Clemmer 
Jennifer Cole 
Consulate General of the Republic of Korea
Linda L. and F. Dean Copeland  
Bess and John M. Currence  
Rebecca and Richard M. Currence  
Faison Cushman  
Joan M. and Donald M. Davis  
Ashley Day  
Lee C. and Raymond M. Dearman  
Susan C. Ditto  
Dorothy Cate & Thomas Frist Foundation
Lou A. and Granison Eader Jr.
Frances B. Elliott  
Ellen W. and Joseph Ellis  
R. Byron Ellis Jr.
Rosalie E. and John C. Engler  
Ethan Fallang  
Virginia C. and Robert E. Farr II
Beverly Farrington  
Chuck and Diane Flynt
C. Karen and Artis Ford  
Philip L. Fortune  
Martha Ann W. and John J. Franco Jr.
Emily C. and Lawrence M. Furlong  
Lynn C. and Stewart Gammill III
Gretchen Gardner  
Eileen and L. B. Gatewood  
Golden Triangle Ole Miss Club
Rekha and Jonathan Hagen  
Anne M. and Jimmy Hagood  
Harper’s Restaurant, Inc.
Hugh S. Harris Jr.
Susan S. Hayman  
Morella K. and John C. Henegan  
Harriet N. and Albert L. Hilliard  
E. Lee and Daniel J. Hoffheimer  
Houston Korean Education Center
John W. Huey Jr.
Susan S. and Robert A. Hume Jr.
Judith W. and William R. Hurt  
Kim R. and Frederick J. Hycoop  
Margaret D. and Robert C. Khayat  
Richard Koon  
Alden L. and Emeril J. Lagasse  
Leila B. and Samuel M. Lane
Edward K. Lee  
LFMG Licensing Inc.
Robert C. Long  
Louis M. Rabinowitz Foundation Inc.
Linda D. and Alexander MacCormack  
Karen T. and Joseph A. McConnell IV
J. Paul McDonald
Cindy and Sam McGann  
Diane W. and Steven G. McKinney  
Lynn S. and W. Holt McMullan  
Ellen B. Meacham and John Winkle  
Lynda A. and Richard D. Mitchell  
Armin J. Moeller  
Kristina and Tom Montague  
Karen C. and Robert S. Montjoy  
C. Sue Moore  
MS Symphony Orchestra Assoc
Heather and Michael R. Nabors  
Neel-Schaffer Inc.
Beate B. and Rodney Nolan  
Michelle H. Oakes  
Jay T. Oglesby  
Page, Mannino, Peresich & McDermott
William E. Pegues III
Ramona H. and Ronald G. Peresich  
J. Greg Perkins  
Terry W. Peterman  
Joshua Pokempner  
Hilda C. and John K. Povall  
Cecilia J. Quinn and Jeffrey J. McCarthy  
J. Paul McDonald
Thomas S. Rankin  
Susan S. and William H. Rigby Jr.
Debra M. and Robert C. Robbins  
Linda T. and James L. Robertson  
Harry Root  
Carolyn J. Ross  
Jewett and Alan F. Rothschild Jr.
Stephen E. Rowell  
Mary J. Russell  
Rita M. and Max P. Sanders  
James L. Seawright Jr.
Richard Sherman
Sara M. and William M. Shoemaker Jr.
Joyce Sidorfsky  
Deborah Smith  
William L. Spencer  
Albert L. Strickland  
Kenneth J. Sufka  
Superior Plumbing & Heating
Connie L. and Charles E. Sykes  
Pamela P. and Hugh E. Tanner  
The BGR Foundation Inc.
The Peoples Bank of Biloxi
The Prime Time Agency LLC
Mary M. Thompson  
Adrianne and Todd Tillmanns  
Julian Van Winkle  
Susan M. Marchant and Ronald F. Vernon
Douglas Wagner and Kat Kinsman  
Neil Walker  
Jane M. and Thomas H. Walman  
Yujin Wang  
Jenny L. and Dennis E. Watts
Ari Weinzwieg  
Thomas Williams
Virginia B. and Eddie S. Wilson  
Elise V. and William F. Winter  
World Presidents Organization
STEWARD
Ann J. and H. Dale Abadie  
Nancy H. and Richard B. Akin  
Rebecca P. and Carey W. Allen  
Lisa M. and William H. Andrews Jr.
Nancy L. Ashley  
Arnold and Terri Barefoot  
Barksdale Reading Institute, LLC
Marian B. and Charles C. Barksdale  
Mary L. and Ross R. Barnett Jr.
Allison P. and William G. Barton  
Alon W. Bee Jr.
Gregory L. Best  
Betty W. and J. David Blaylock  
Linda S. and Robert T. Bobo  
Wanda B. and Charles W. Broun III
Thomas E. Brown 
Tyler Brown  
Lakeyshan Bryant  
Debra T. Bryson  
Amanda B. and James R. Carr  
Ashley Christensen  
Kimberly and Glenn C. Cockerham  
Penelope Cooper  
Robin and Thomas B. Coopwood Jr.
Martha B. and B. Grimes Creasy  
Elizabeth H. and Terry Creel  
Mark S. Crews  
Dale And Associates P.A.
Norma E. and Wallace E. Davenport  
Nan G. and Thomas R. Davis  
Margaret and Scott C. Dozier  
Duke Energy Foundation
Rebecca Emerick  
Estate of Anne McLean
Pamela and Walter H. Eversmeyer III
Paul Fehribach  
Martha and Paul Fogleman  
Jane B. and William R. Ford Jr.
Nancy B. and William A. Frohn  
Marnie and Peter K. Frost  
Stephen Gaddy  
Frank Genzer Jr.
Cathryn M. and Peter W. Giroux  
Linda F. and Richard S. Glaze  
Nancy H. Goldman  
Grand Biloxi Casino Hotel Spa
Janice M. and Chellis O. Gregory  
Ann H. Gresham  
Elizabeth and Pasquale Hamel  
Cheryl and Lee Hammond  
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Biloxi
Dorothy S. and Charles B. Hargrove  
Jonathan Harwell  
Amy H. Herring and David B. Dunson  
Nola and Arnold J. Herring  
Dan Hodges  
Joan and Bennie F. Hollis  
Deborah M. and D. Brooks Holstein  
Gina and Linton Hopkins Jr.
William S. Howard  
Stacey S. and Thomas H. Hussey  
J&R Properties
Sheryl S. Williams-Jenkins and Charles 
M. Jenkins  
Mary Z. Johnson  
Matthew Kelly  
Daney D. Kepple  
Joyce E. and David A. King  
Colby H. Kullman  
Eugenia and A. L. Lamar  
Robert C. Lea  
Dianne S. Lee  
Wesla S. Leech  
Carroll Leggett  
J. Bruce Lesley  
Pamela J. and Garner W. Lester  
Traci and James R. Lewis  
Helen and John T. Lewis III
Jeremy L. Linton  
Jan H. and Raymond W. Martin  
Gayle and Victor Mavar  
James E. McDaniel Jr.
Nancie S. McDermott  
J. Paul McDonald
Lynn and Joe R. McGee  
Ellen and E. Patrick McIntyre Jr.
S. Carr McKay  
Sally K. McNitt  
Mechanics Bank
Wendy and Raymond A. Meifert Jr.
Angela D. and Johnny B. Mosier  
Randi P. and Thomas H. Mueller  
Nancy W. and Paul W. Murrill  
Jane Kerr G. and Robert B. Nance III
David L. Neville  
Mary A. and Joe D. Nichols  
Larry E. and John T. Noblin  
Joe Osgoode and Ronald D. Nurnberg  
Mary Lisa C. and William Oelze  
Michelle M. and Richard E. Olson  
June C. and W. L. Overstreet  
Ted M. Ownby  
Oxford Banking Association
Rose L. and Henry Paris  
Ronald G. Peresich Jr.
Les Pinsof  
Rainbow Cleaners
Carol S. and Randy Rawlings  
Judy and Clarke T. Reed  
Henry C. Ricks Jr.
William H. Roberson  
Craig Rogers  
Kelley N. Rusnak  
Lynn P. and Dave A. Russell  
Mary H. and Lucius F. Sams Jr.
Steven Satterfield  
Settebello Restaurant Group
Richard G. Sherman  
Lisa and Stephen B. Sherrill  
Elizabeth Sims  
Margaret A. and John C. Sims  
Slaughter & Associates PLLC
Catherine C. and Taylor M. Sledge Jr.
Cecil O. Smith  
Square Books
Mary E. and Jefferson B. Stancill  
Dale H. Steckler  
Jean and Jack Tate  
Jane A. and Lee D. Thames Sr.
The Country Vintner
Fred D. Thompson  
Julia H. Thornton  
Michael C. Torjusen  
Uncle Lumpy’s Inc
Patricia and Thomas L. Vinson  
Juliet H. and Gerald W. Walton  
Elizabeth W. and Charles T. Webb  
Wells Fargo Matching Gift Center
Jennifer I. Wilkinson  
Billie L. and Madison E. Williams Jr.
Joan H. and David E. Willson  
Rhonda H. and James P. Wilson  
Ann S. and Joseph C. Wink  
Andrea H. and Peter W. Winslett  
Zebulon M. Winstead  
Martha C. and Frank G. Witherspoon Jr.
W. Swan Yerger  
“I contribute to the Ventress  
Society to give College of Liberal  
Arts students extra opportunities  
to follow their passions and go  
on to excel in their chosen 
 professions. This contribution assists 
in attracting outstanding,  
accomplished professors to the  
College. Our students deserve  
the very best.”
—SUSAN SADLER HAYMAN 
B.A. history and English ’63
See The New York Times 
feature: lnkd.in/TmdiyE
 23 2013
Founded in 1848, the College of Liberal Arts is  
the oldest and largest division of The University  
of Mississippi. The College offers a broad and  
comprehensive course of study, including most  
areas of knowledge in the humanities, the fine  
arts, mathematics, and the biological, physical,  
and social sciences.
Glenn Hopkins, Dean
Richard Forgette, Senior Associate Dean
Janice Murray, Associate Dean
Holly Reynolds, Associate Dean
Stephen Monroe, Assistant Dean
Denson Hollis, Senior Director of Development
Nikki Neely, Director of Development
Ron Wilson, Director of Development
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AFRICAN AMERICAN  
STUDIES
Charles Ross, Director
AEROSPACE STUDIES
Lt. Col. Mark Sudduth, Chair
ART
Virginia Chavis, Chair
BIOLOGY
Paul Lago, Chair
CHEMISTRY
Charles Hussey, Chair
CLASSICS
Molly Pasco-Pranger, Chair
ECONOMICS
Jon Moen, Chair
ENGLISH
Ivo Kamps, Chair
HISTORY
Joseph Ward, Chair
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Cornelius Gispen, Director
MATHEMATICS
Iwo Labuda, Chair
MILITARY SCIENCE
Lt. Col. Nathan Minami, Chair
MODERN LANGUAGES
Donald Dyer, Chair
MUSIC
Robert Riggs, Chair
NAVAL SCIENCE
Capt. Bradley Mai, Chair
PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION
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PHYSICS & ASTRONOMY
Lucian Cremaldi, Chair
POLITICAL SCIENCE
John Bruce, Chair
PSYCHOLOGY
Michael Allen, Chair
PUBLIC POLICY 
LEADERSHIP
Mark Chen, Chair
SOCIOLOGY &  
ANTHROPOLOGY
Kirsten Dellinger, Chair
SOUTHERN STUDIES
Ted Ownby, Director
THEATRE ARTS
Rene Pulliam, Interim Chair
CENTER FOR  
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
RESEARCH
Jay K. Johnson, Director
CENTER FOR CIVIL WAR 
RESEARCH
John R. Neff, Director
CLINICAL-DISASTER 
RESEARCH CENTER
Stefan Schulenberg, Director
MCLEAN INSTITUTE  
FOR PUBLIC SERVICE  
& COMMUNITY  
ENGAGEMENT
Albert Nylander, Director
MEDIA & DOCUMENTARY  
PROJECTS CENTER
Andrew Harper, Director
CENTER FOR  
POPULATION STUDIES
John J. Green, Director
PUBLIC POLICY  
RESEARCH CENTER
Jon Winburn, Director
THE SARAH ISOM  
CENTER FOR WOMEN  
& GENDER STUDIES
Susan Grayzel, Director
WINTER INSTITUTE FOR 
RACIAL RECONCILIATION
Susan Glisson, Director
CENTER FOR WRITING  
& RHETORIC
Robert Cummings, Director
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Chancellor’s Fund for the Arts
“You can see the impact our decades-long cadre of writers 
have had on education and our economy. We are known 
throughout the world for William Faulkner, Willie Morris, 
Ellen Douglas, Barry Hannah, and Larry Brown. Scholars 
come from Japan, Germany, and elsewhere to study our  
writers—we can make that true of all our artistic disciplines.”
—Chancellor Dan Jones 
Bill Beckwith’s Elvis 
Thirty-five years after Elvis left the building, a bronze like-
ness of The King sculpted by Bill Beckwith (M.F.A. Art ’76), 
adjunct assistant professor of art, was unveiled in the Tupelo 
Fairpark District. 
Analysis of Levee Flood Risk
Chemist James Cizdziel and geologist Gregg Davidson 
help identify Mississippi River levee locations that are at 
higher risk of failure. 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation Grant  
to Improve Online Learning
“The main purpose of the project is to improve the awareness 
of Open Educational Resources by improving the quality of 
OER pages on Wikipedia.”
—Robert Cummings, associate professor of English 
and director of the Center for Writing and Rhetoric
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